Council Meeting

 February 15th, 2001


Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

February 15, 2001

Mayor Roxanne Yurek opened the regular meeting of the Silver Lake city council at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Bebo, Kieser, Marschel, Miska 

City Staff Present:  David Peck; City Administrator, Eric Klein; Police Chief. Lisa Blazinski, Liquor Store Operations Director, Jeanne Long; Deputy Clerk,  Dale Kosek, Public Works Supervisor.

Also Present:  George Eilertson; Juran and Moody, Duane Wawrzyniak, several members of the fire department and township officers from Hale, Rich Valley, and Winsted plus other on record as signed on the roster.

Consent Agenda:


1.   Claims to be Paid- To date of  February 15th  


$  20,247.61         

2.   Claims Paid in January  2000




    30,313.25

      

3. Payroll –January


            


    23,104.41  

4. Budget Report        

       

5. Liquor Store Reports

6. Approve minutes from the January 18st,  2000 regular meeting 

The motion was made by Miska and seconded by Marschel to approve the consent agenda.  Unanimous.

General Business:

At 6:30 p.m. Mayor Yurek called the informational meeting to order for those residents living on the east edge of main street, with water problems.   Invitations had been mailed to these individuals.  Jeff Dale, a consultant from the Minnesota Rural Water Association was present, as scheduled, to answer questions. Problems stated by the residents were that of clarity and an obnoxious odor. The previous week,  Kosek had given Jeff Dale a tour of the problem area and both had taken water tests to try to determine the problem.  Jeff Dale stated that the chlorine levels were high in the unaffected areas, but within acceptable parameters.  Kosek reported that later tests, including one taken this day, indicated that chlorine would at times be present in samples taken at water meters on the affected homes and at times would not be.  While not a health hazard the smell is due to iron bacteria present in the water system and the fact that this area is a dead end line.  Jeff Dale stated that looping the line would definitely help alleviate the problem.  The presence of iron in the water could only be resolved with a water treatment plant.

The motion was made by Kieser and seconded by Bebo to authorize the administrator to initiate a water looping project for the east portion of main street and contact to the engineering firms to consider costs and options.  Unanimous.  Further, the council requested that the administrator prepare an update for the next council meeting of options and periodically inform the affected residents of developments.

Upon closing of the informational meeting, the fire department made their presentations to the city council and township officials including a summary of last years calls, the breakdown of fire contract contributions and the financing of a fire rescue vehicle that has

been bid at $138,555.00.  Acceptance of the bid will be reviewed at the March 15th, 2001 council meeting based upon township agreement to their part of the contribution and the council's determination of need for the unit and acceptable financing options.

Duane Wawrzyniak was present to discuss his quote for installation of the police squad cars video system.  Wawrzyniak handed out records that showed that he made no profits  on the materials and that the invoices showed Wawrzyniak absorbing $52.99 of costs over his quote of $800.00.  Wawrzyniak offered to buy back the unit if the council felt that any wrong doing had occurred. The council declined the offer as the unit is important to police operations and that they felt that there were no questions as to Wawrzyniak's motivations other than that of a desire to donate the unit to the city at cost of materials with no labor charges.

Harvey Mikolichek requested that the council waive costs of policing Pola Czesky Days if the committee would only charge 10% booth fees instead of the current 15% .  As the 15% fee was collected in year 2000, the city should receive reimbursement for that year.  Agreement on this issue was formally tabled until the next meeting.

The motion was made by Bebo and seconded by Kieser to approve review of the coverage of the Pola Czesky Committee's liability insurance by the city attorney. Unanimous.

George Eilertson, representing Juran and Moody,  presented a bond issue for refinancing the FmHA 1990 loan for the sewer ponds.   By refinancing the city should save approximately $66,000 over the remaining life of the loan.  The motion was made by Marschel and seconded by Miska to refinance the loan and to authorize the administrator and mayor to complete the bond process.  Unanimous.

Department Business:

A. Liquor and Auditorium Report 

1. After discussion the motion was made by Marschel and seconded by Bebo to extend the training period of Bonnie Gaspar for an additional three months. Unanimous.

2. The motion was made by Kieser and seconded by Bebo to approve a base wage of $8.00 and hour for all cleaners in the liquor store and auditorium, and to create the position of cleaner coordinator for the auditorium at a base rate of $9.00 per hour. Unanimous.  A job description for coordinator will be forthcoming at a future council meeting.

3. The motion was made by Kieser and seconded by Marschel to approve the review for Tim Stevens.  Miska Abstain, all other yes.

4. The motion was made by Kieser and seconded by Miska to approve the temporary hire of cleaners for the weekend of February 17th with any permanent hire to be contingent upon background checks and recommendations.  Unanimous.

B. Public Works Report: (Dale Kosek)

1. Snow plow operators have commented that the winter parking ordinance enforcement has been effective.

2. The motion was made by Marschel and seconded by Miska to approve letting bids for the 80,000 yard seal coating project for the city streets. Unanimous.

3. The motion was made by Marschel and seconded by Kieser to approve the street crack filling proposal for $2,952.00 from Bargens Inc. Unanimous.

4. Council member Marschel commented that transferring money from the street maintenance fund to the equipment fund to purchase a street sweeper should not be an option as that money may be needed for its designated purpose in the future.  The other council members agreed.

5. Kieser volunteered to be a key holder for the liquor store.  

C. Planning Commission Report (Bebo)

Bebo commented that the Commission is working on needed updating of the comprehensive plan.

D. Police Report: (Eric Klein)

1. ICR reports for the month of January were reviewed.

2. Due tot he costs to the city for the service of collection on NSF checks the council wished to establish the following policy:

· The police department is not responsible for collection activities of NSF checks except for that of filing charges for theft by check.  

· The Chief may work on collection of local NSF checks within the city provided that the value of the check is adequate to warrant the activity.

· The motion was made by Miska and seconded by Bebo to establish $20.00 or more as a threshold for collection activities on NSF checks. Unanimous.

· The administrator was requested to write a formal statement concerning this policy to offer any business.

3. The motion was made by Kieser and seconded by Miska to approve police observers  subject to existing policy, excepting that any casual observers be permitted only by council approval. Unanimous.

E. Administrator's Report (David Peck)

1. A discussion ensued based on the appropriate notification of the council in personnel matters and appropriate involvement by the council in day to day matters of personnel management.   It was determined that improvement on communications is desired.

2. FYI  Appliance recycling day to be May 19th.

3. FYI Letter to Southwest MN Housing Partnership in support of their purchase of Uptown Apartments.

4. The administrator will see if an alternate day may be scheduled for the Board of Reveiw in April.

The motion was made by Kieser and seconded by Marschel to adjourn until the regular meeting to be held.  March 15, 2001, Unanimous. 

__________________________

    Roxanne Yurek/Mayor

ATTEST:______________________________


David Peck/Clerk-Administrator
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