Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

January 17, 2006

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members present:  Councilors Pat Fogarty, Tim Foss, Nolan Johnson, & Karl Wawrzyniak

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Bill Hummel, Police Chief

A motion was made by Councilor Foss seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous

Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes from the January 3, 2006 regular meeting.

2. Claims to be paid:
$10,162.65 (pp#1)
 


$  298.99 (pp#1)
 


$116,680.16 (1/17/06)

3. Payroll #1

A motion was made by Councilor Foss seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the consent agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

New Business:

1. Clerk Venier asked the Council to review plans for maintenance for the Auditorium.  Discussion was held regarding improvements needed and it was decided the two biggest improvements needed are 1) making the entire facility handicap accessible, and 2) exterior repairs.  Clerk Venier reported that tuckpointng and other repairs to the exterior would likely range from $50,000 to $90,000 depending on how close to original the Council wanted to keep the building; as for upgrading the facility to be fully handicap accessible Venier recommended hire a consultant to come up with some options to do this.  The Council directed to get some proposals for this service and report back.

2. Resolution 06-04: A resolution supporting an effort to secure state bonding to further develop the Luce Line Trail was introduced.  Clerk Venier reported that State Senator Steve Dille and Representative Scott Newman have included a request that $1,493,000 be appropriated from the state’s bond proceeds fund to the department of natural resources for paving of the Luce Line trail from Winsted to Hutchinson.  The Council discussed the impact this project would potentially have on Silver Lake and discussed trying to create a strong link between the trail access point and the Pool & Park area in the City.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve Resolution 06-04: A resolution supporting an effort to secure state bonding to further develop the Luce Line Trail.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
3. Resolution 06-05 was introduced.  Clerk Venier explained that this resolution approved a land lease agreement between the City and Mr. Glenn Mallak.  Under the agreement Mr. Mallak would be allowed to farm approximately 38 acres of City owned land located in Hale township.

A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve Resolution 06-05:  A resolution approving a land lease agreement with Mr. Glenn Mallak.  
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Department Business:

1. Liquor Store:  Councilor Wawrzyniak reported that they are working on a year end report and it will be presented at the next meeting.


2. Public Safety:  Councilor Fogarty asked Chief Hummel to present the report for the Police Department.  Chief Hummel presented an evaluation of department operations and requested permission to recruit up to 4 full time licensed officers to work on a part time basis for the department; the plan is to get help to cover scheduling and then search and fill the full time officer position.  Chief Hummel also informed the Council that the Police Department will once again handle worthless check complaints as a service to the community.  Tabled was discussion of having a reserve officer do data transfer of files to computer until further discussion with the Chief could take place.  Chief Hummel also reviewed the current state of the Reserve program and informed the Council that if there is not more interest in the program the City will have to use the Sheriff’s Posse for public events at a much higher cost.


3. Public Works:  Councilor Johnson reported on the following public works activities:

a. Looking for Council direction on moving ahead with the Water Treatment Pilot study and a Water Treatment plant.  Council asked the Clerk to find out how long the study is good for and report back at the next meeting.

b. Reviewed the maintenance schedule for the Water Tower.  Councilor Johnson reported that based on discussions with Public Works Supervisor Kosek he felt the water tower would need to have epoxy put on the inside in 2007 at a cost of approximately $16,980.  Councilor Johnson reported that PW Supervisor recommended putting the epoxy project in the 2007 budget.

c. Reviewed snow removal operations reporting that everything is going well.


4. Community Development:  Councilor Foss reported on the following Community Development activities:

a. Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on February 7 at 7:00 p.m. to gather public input regarding the proposed Flood Plain Management Ordinance.

b. There is currently one opening on the Planning Commission and the City would like to recognize and thank Ron Yurek for his services as a planning commissioner & chairman.  The Council directed the Mayor to meet with Mr. Yurek and present him with a certificate of appreciation.

c. Clerk Venier requested to start planning the Summer Recreation program and Pool operations.  The Council discussed possibly looking for an individual to coordinate both programs.  Clerk Venier & Councilor Foss where directed to begin planning these programs for 2006.


5. Administration:  Clerk Venier reported on the following:

a. Clerk’s office is busy working on year end activities and will have a report on year end revenues and expenditures for 2005 at the next meeting.

b. Year end reporting and preparation for the annual audit are under way.

c. Reviewed delinquent water/sewer accounts and after some discussion the Council determined that customers can request payment options for Council approval via the Clerk rather than being required to present themselves in front of the Council.

d. Presented Resolution 06-03: A resolution approving health insurance for full-time non-elected employees.

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Foss to approve Resolution 06-03.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
e. Mayor Bebo asked if Department Heads could develop & implement a policy to address heating & lighting issues in the Auditorium.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

___________________________________


Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

___________________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

