Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

February 17th, 2004

Minutes

Mayor Bebo opened the regular meeting of the City Council of Silver Lake at 6:00 pm.

Present:
 Councilors Miska, Foss, Fogarty, and Kieser

Also present:
Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer; Eric Klein, Police Chief

(NOTE:  Tape recorder stopped at 19:30)

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes from the February 2nd Regular Meeting

2. Claims to be Paid
$ 16,934.46 & $29,558.20





3. Payroll
# 2,3, and January


 



A motion was made by Councilor Miska to approve the consent agenda. Seconded b y Councilor Foss.

Vote for:  Unanimous

Motion carried.

New Business:

A. The Council reviewed a request to be excused from paying one month of his water/sewer bill.  After discussion the Council advised the Clerk that he is to follow policy and since Mr. Daniels request was inconsistent with billing policies it would not be approved.

B. The Council reviewed Resolution 04-02: A resolution to establish building permit renewal fees.  Discussion was held regarding the breakdown of the renewal fees and the resolution was tabled until the next meeting.

Department Business:

A. Public Safety 
Councilor Foss reported on the following activities in the Public Safety department:  

i. Gave a report on the police calls

ii. Introduced materials on a company called RPA (Retailers Protection Association) that handles bad check collections.  Councilor Foss reported that Chief Klein would like to use this business so that the PD would not have to handle NSF checks.  After discussion the Council encouraged the Chief to work with businesses but if businesses didn’t want to participate the PD would continue to handle the NSF checks.

iii. Chief Klien informed the Council that the County will pay shelter costs if the PD brings animals to the Heart of Minnesota Animal Shelter in Hutchinson.  Councilor Foss asked that the Chief look into this further as the letter stated that the Shelter does not accept strays or dogs that have bitten in the past and what would that leave since the PD usually picks up animal that are strays or have bitten.

iv. The Council reviewed Chief Klein’s request to fill a part time license spot that he has open.
A motion was made by Councilor Foss to proceed with the hiring of a Part Time Licensed Office.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
v.  Councilor Foss informed the Council that the State Patrol has requested cooperation from our PD in conducting saturation operations on Highway 7 in an effort to curb speeding and reckless driving Highway 7.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska to support the State Patrols request for assistance without additional hours being added to the PD schedule and hours used to support the program are to be adjusted off the day shift.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.
Vote for: Unanimous
Motion carried.
vi.  Discussion was held regarding officers wanting to volunteer to patrol.  Questions were raised about the liability issues involved.  The discussions was tabled until the next meeting.

B. Liquor Store
Councilor Miska presented the following report on the liquor store:

i. Sales were up $687 over 2003 and the new bartender is progressing well.

ii. Increases in insurance premiums raised the expenses $1,026 and also an added expense of $238 due to the MLS now has to pay for pick-up of recyclable glass where in the past there was no charge.

iii. Councilor Miska recommended that the Council approve Diane Christenson for hire as a bartender.
A motion was made by Councilor Kieser to hire Diane Christenson as a Part Time Bartender.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
C. Public Works Department:
Councilor Fogarty presented the following report on the public works operations:

i. Snow removal is going well.

ii. Hydrant at East and Cleveland has been replaced.  The old hydrant was installed in 1954.

iii. Lift Station start up is scheduled for Wed. Feb. 18th at 10 AM.

D. Community Development report:
Councilor Kieser gave the following report:

i. Distributed copies of the GSL School committee meeting minutes for the Council to review.

ii. Discussion was held regarding Summer Recreation Program for 2004 and it was decided that Councilor Kieser and Clerk Venier will draft a letter to send out to organizations to describe the program and request funding.


A motion was made by Councilor Miska to adjourn this regular meeting of the City Council.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.

Vote for: Unanimous

Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.

_________________________________


Seal of The City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

_________________________________

Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer







