Council Meeting

October 17th, 2002


Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

October 17, 2002

The following publication of the minutes are not official until council approval, the official copy of the minutes may be requested from the City Administration Office at PO Box 347, 308 W. Main St. Silver Lake, MN 55381, 320 327 2412 after November 14, 2002.

Mayor Yurek opened the regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Bebo, Foss, Kieser, Miska

Absent: None

City Staff Present:  Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer; Dale Kosek, Public Works Director; Lisa Blazinski, MLS Director; Eric Klein, Police Chief; also present, Ray Bandas Jr., Michael Odenthal, Steve Metz of Waste Management

Consent Agenda:

1. 
Claims to be Paid

$16,453.85

2. Claims Paid September 
$64,385.65

3. Approve minutes from October 10, 2002 Regular Meeting.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska and seconded by Councilor Kieser to approve the consent agenda.

Vote For:  
Unanimous.

Motion Carried

General Business:

Mr. Steve Metz of Waste Management addressed the Council regarding bidding on a Refuse Hauling Contract for the City’s residential refuse & recycling service.

A motion was made by Councilor Bebo to begin the bidding process for bids on the residential refuse-hauling contract for the City if the City is not currently under contract.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.

Vote For:
Unanimous

Motion Carried

Ms. Karen Klatt addressed the Council in regards to the Pola-Czesky days celebration and what the City’s role and responsibilities were with specific regards to volunteer participation and insurance coverage.  The council reviewed literature regarding volunteer coverage under City policies and discussion was held as to whether or not Pola-Czesky Days was an official City function.  The Clerk informed the Council that the City had not formally adopted the event as an official function of the City and if the City does then everything involved with the event would have to run through the City.  He also added that currently the City plays a very active role in the event through the donation of personnel, equipment, land, etc.

The Council advised the Pola-Czesky committee to go to the organizations involved and discuss their feeling on letting the City take over operations of Pola-Czesky days. 

Councilor Bebo suggested that the City should advertise the event on the City’s website.

Department Business:

a.  Liquor Store Report 

The Liquor Store Director reported that the MLS had a loss of $4873.07 for the month of September and that sales were down $3000 compared to 2001.  Discussion was held to possible reasons for the loss and projections of profit for the year.  The Council expressed concern about the possibility of the MLS possibly losing money this year.  The City Clerk informed the Council that the Minnesota Municipal Beverage Association, of which the City is a member, has a consultant program that they offer to members free of charge and recommended that the City utilize this program.  The MLS Director and City Clerk will work with the consultant and report to the Council in November. 

Staffing issues were discussed.

A motion was made by Councilor Bebo to approve Therese Grittner, Brian Maynard, Allison Hartwig, Hidy Langston, Stephanie Smith as part-time bartenders and John Tusha as a part time Cleaner.  Seconded by Keiser.

Vote For:
Unanimous

Motion carried

Discussion was held regarding drug testing procedures and the hiring process; the MLS director informed the Council that there will be a Halloween party in October and a Chili cook-off in November, there are also meat raffles every Friday and karaoke every month.

b.   Police Report

Police Chief reviewed September’s ICRs 

Discussion was held regarding police coverage during his absence.  Chief reported that Officers Hummel and Anderson have been very helpful in picking up the hours needed to cover,  Officers Leopold and Stoots have also covered some shifts.  Chief gave the Council an explanation of his surgery and reported that he will meet with Doctors and hopes to be back by early November.

The Council reviewed the Police Department’s budget.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss to table the Police Department budget until the November regular meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Miska

Vote For:
Unanimous

Motion Carried

c.   Fire Department 

The Fire Chief reported to the Council that the 2nd floor plan for the Fire Hall is not going to work as the snow load created by the project would be too much for the addition that was put on the Hall.  

Discussion was held regarding Flat v. HIP roofs and the cost difference associated with the two.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to develop a special committee of Councilor Bebo and Councilor Foss to meet with the Fire Chief and the Director of Public Works and review bids of HIP and Flat roofs on 10/28/02.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser

Vote For:
Unanimous

Motion Carried

d.    Public Works

Discussion was then held regarding the sewer line to be run as per an agreement to install sewer line to property line north of Highway 7.

A motion was made by Councilor Kieser to hire Juul Contracting Company to install the Sewer Line north of Highway 7, as there were no other bids received, as per the City’s agreement with Mr. Mickolichek.  Seconded by Councilor Miska   

Vote For:
Unanimous

Motion Carried

Public Works Director reported on the progress with MNDOT concerning the drainage issue on the west end. 

Public Works Director announced that the winter parking ban will go into effect on November 1, 2002 and a notice will be published in the Leader.

Council was notified of employee vacations coming up in November.

Public Works Director reported that the Hydrants would be flushed on Friday, October 25.

Discussion was held regarding water concerns on the East end of Main St.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to send out a water quality survey to the residents in that area.  Seconded by Councilor Bebo.

Vote For:
Unanimous

Motion Carried

Public Works presented the Council a letter from himself and the City Clerk addressing sewer concerns that were brought to the Zoning Administrators attention at the last Planning Commission meeting.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to table the Public Works department’s budget until the November regular Council meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Bebo.

Vote For:
Unanimous

Motion Carried

e.   Administration

City Clerk reported on delinquent utilities; final notices were sent and unpaid bills will be shut off on the 25th; and Clerk will report back to the Council at the November regular Council meeting. 

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to table the Admin., Council, and Mayor’s budget until the November Regular Council meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser

Vote For:
Unanimous

Motion Carried

Discussion was held regarding any feedback on the ambulance pay increase; Clerk reported that nothing was brought to his office’s attention.  

Discussion was held regarding the possibility of contracting out the day ambulance service and it was determined that no action would be taken to explore this at this time.

A motion was made by Councilor Kieser to have the City sponsor a City-Wide Christmas Lighting Contest as has been done in the past.  Seconded by Councilor Bebo. 

Vote For:
Unanimous

Motion Carried

A motion was made by Councilor Bebo to adjourn this Regular Meeting of the City Council.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.

Vote For:
Unanimous

Motion Carried; Meeting Adjourned

_____________________________

Roxanne Yurek, Mayor

SEAL:




ATTEST:_____________________________







Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer







