11-16-09 Minutes

Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

November 16, 2009

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members Present:  Mayor Bruce Bebo, Councilors Pat Fogarty, Jennell Johnson, Nolan Johnson, and Carol Roquette (arrived at 7:07pm)

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader; Dale Kosek, Public Works Supervisor; Bill Hummel, Police Chief; Juliene Dalbec; Ed Klima; Tom Rakow; Matt Rice; Carol Ortzman; Justin Nissen; Will Kilgore; Harlan Mielke; Kevin Dalbec

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Roquette

Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes of the October 19, 2009 Regular Meeting.

2. Approve payroll #23

3. Claims to be paid:
$ 22,107.87
Oct. EFT
 


$ 17,168.20
11/06/09
 


$   9,379.38
10/23/09
 


$ 31,903.75
11/16/09

A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Roquette
Motion carried.

New Business:

1. Mrs. Juliene Dalbec addressed the Council with concerns about the animal control ordinance and its lack of enforcement.  Mrs. Dalbec gave examples of other City ordinances with regard to permitting of dogs and cats; she expressed disappointment that she had filed complaints with the police department and the Council in the past and she is still having problems with her neighbor being allowed to have numerous dogs, as many as eight at times.  
Chief Hummel said that the current ordinance allows for two dogs or cats without a permit and anymore would require a permit, which is issued by the Animal Control Officer.  Hummel told Councilors that the permit is implied unless a complaint is received.    Mrs. Dalbec clarified that is exactly what she was complaining about.  Chief Hummel told Councilors that he felt the ordinance needed to be changed; he explained that currently permits are received and approved by the animal control officer with an appeals process to the Council.  Hummel said he didn’t feel it shouldn’t be the police’s responsibility to approve the permits.  Mayor Bebo said it appeared that current City ordinances seemed to address the complaints that were being brought up and it was an enforcement issue.  
Councilor Nolan Johnson told both parties that even if the ordinance isn’t being enforced that, as neighbors, he would expect the neighbor who is causing the problem to be respectful and take care of it.
Mr. Kevin Dalbec also addressed the Council and reported that he felt it was also a blight issue as the neighbor also has old unregistered cars, a snow fence, and the lawn wasn’t taken care of.  
Mr. William Kilgore, the neighbor with the dogs, addressed the Council and informed them that the fence will be removed in two weeks and five of the dogs will be gone, leaving only the three dogs, which they have always had and the police were aware of them.
Chief Hummel will talk with Mr. Dalbec regarding the blight complaints.  Mr. Dalbec said he would be at the next meeting regarding the blight issues.

2. Mr. Matt Rice, Ed Klima, and Dr. Tom Rakow addressed the Council regarding a proposed expansion to Grace Bible Church.  Clerk Venier asked for clarification on whether the Water Access Charge was applicable as they had an existing line but needed to upgrade the line to include access for a sprinkler system in the building.  Councilors agreed that charging the water access charge did not apply, as it was already an existing line.  Councilor’s then reviewed the plans and no other zoning issues appeared according to the plans presented.

3. Councilors tabled consideration of a Cost of Living Adjustment until the December meeting.

4. Councilors reviewed Resolution 09-23 authorizing various year-end fund transfers.  Councilors made the following designations for Fund Transfers:
$16,000 from the General Fund to the Fire Fund
$15,000 from the General Fund to the Ambulance Fund
$ 7,000 from the General Fund to the Streets Capital Fund
$ 7,400 from the General Fund to the Public Works Equipment Capital Fund
$ 5,000 from the General Fund to the Police Squad Fund
$ 5,000 from the General Fund to the Auditorium Capital Fund
$ 3,500 from the General Fund to the Parks & Pool Capital Fund
$10,000 from the Liquor Fund to the General Fund
$  4,400 from the Water Fund to the Public Works Equipment Capital Fund

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve Resolution 09-23 approving year end fund transfers.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Old Business:

1. Councilors reviewed Resolution 09-26 approving the reinvestment of City Funds.  Clerk Venier explained that the City had the following four certificates of deposits that matured on 11/10/09:
$80,797.81 Silver Edge Bond Fund
$28,085.41 Water Fund
$90,897.53 Sewer Fund
$42,388.16 Liquor Fund

Venier recommended the following Certificates of Deposits:
Redeem the Silver Edge Bond Fund CD with funds to go into the City checking account;
Purchase a $100,000 12- Month CD with funds from the Water Fund;
Purchase a $50,000 12 Month CD & $40,897.53 6-Month CD with funds from the Sewer Fund;
Purchase a $42,388.16 6-Month CD with funds from the Liquor Fund

Venier also presented a comparison of CD rates through area banks and recommended First Community Bank as their rates were the best: 6-month 1.5%; 12-month 1.9% ($50,000); and 12-month ($100,000)

A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve Resolution 09-26 approving the reinvestment of City Funds with 1st Community Bank of Silver Lake.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
2. Councilors tabled review of the 2010 budget until the December meeting.

Department Business:

1. Municipal Liquor Store:  MLS Manager Quast and Clerk Venier reviewed the monthly and year to date report with Councilors.  Profit for October was $4,423, up $295 over the pervious year.  Year to date profit was at $16,734 down $8,689 compared to 2008.  Clerk Venier presented a summary of items reviewed in a meeting with MN Municipal Beverage Association and highlighted some possible goals for the MLS.  MLS Manager Quast discussed the meeting and reported that he would be running some promotions designed to move slow moving items from his inventory, he also told Councilors that he has learned more of the capabilities of the inventory software and hoped this would help him to analyze inventory to improve turning the inventory over more frequently.
Councilors asked that MLS Manager Quast implement as many of the recommendations with in the next month and report on the progress in December.

2. Public Works:  Councilor Roquette reported on the following:

a. Additional repairs to the #2 pump at the West Lift Station.  The amount was over $1,000 but PW Supervisor Kosek and Councilor Roquette deemed it an emergency so the work was completed prior to formal Council approval.

b. Street sweeping is near completion

c. Hydrants have been flushed and in process of pumping down the hydrants that require it will be done.

d. City sign will be installed the week of Nov. 16.

e. Set up for winter operations is almost complete.

3. Public Safety:  Councilor Fogarty reported that the PD budget needs to be raised $600 for 2010 to include some scheduled training.

a. Assistant Fire Chief Dale Kosek informed Councilors that the department had received a 50/50 matching grant from the DNR for wild land firefighting equipment.  The grant was for $2,000 and the matching monies would come from either the fire fund or the equipment fund.
A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Pat Fogarty to accept the Grant from MN DNR.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
b. Clerk Venier informed Councilors that the Fire Department is putting a proposal together to replace its SCBA equipment.  The proposal will replace 12 SCBA units, masks, and air bottles and will purchase voice amplifiers for each mask.  The cost of the project will be approximately $54,000 and the department is hoping to use $30,000 of its equipment fund for a down payment and enter a five-year lease for the remainder of the cost.  Venier explained the reason for utilizing the lease arrangement is that the department will still be able to apply for grant money through the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program through FEMA.  The department hopes to have a proposal for Council consideration in December.

4. Community Development:  Councilor Jennell Johnson reviewed the following:

a. The planning commission will meet on the 17th to review an amended trail plan.

b. Clerk Venier informed Councilors that McLeod Soil & Water Conservation Board has approved the grant application to rip rap the northwest shoreline of Silver Lake.  Now the application will be considered by the State for funding.

c. Councilors Jennell Johnson also said plans are underway for the 5th Annual Thanksgiving Dinner.

5. Administration:  Clerk Venier reported on the following:

a. Presented a renewal contract with Lutheran Social Services for Senior Dining Site at the Auditorium and recommended its renewal.
A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve the Site Agreement with Lutheran Social Services.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
b. Reviewed application for a Club License for the American Legion Post 141 and an On/Off Sale License for the Municipal Liquor Store.
A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Nolan Johnson to approve the Club License for the American Legion Post 141 for 2010.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Nolan Johnson to approve the On/Off Sale for the Silver Lake Municipal Liquor Store.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
c. Presented Resolution 09-25 approving various donations to the City.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve Resolution 09-25 approving various donations to the City.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
d. Presented October Treasurer’s report.

Open Discussion:

1. There will be a ribbon cutting ceremony for Cedar Crest Estates on November 21 at 12:30pm.

2. Mayor Bebo clarified the new Park Policy stating that tobacco use was not banned its use is discouraged but there is no ban on it in City parks.  He told Councilors that there was some confusion over an article printed in the newspaper.

3. Councilors discussed the animal control issue that was brought up earlier in the meeting and reiterated that they felt the current ordinance sufficiently addressed the concerns that were brought up and this was not a legislative issue but an enforcement issue.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.

_______________________________


Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

________________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

