7-18-16 Minutes


Minutes
Silver Lake City Council 
Regular Meeting
July 18, 2016

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members present:  Mayor Bruce Bebo, Councilors Nolan Johnson, Brenda Fogarty, Josh Mason, and Ken Merrill

Others present: Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer; Dale Kosek, PW Supervisor; RJ Cripps, Police Chief; Ty Turnquist, MNSPECT; Duane Yurek

A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Mason to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes of the June 20, 2016 regular meeting.

2. Approve minutes of the July 5, 2016 regular meeting.

3. Approve payroll #14, 2nd Qtr. & June Amb.

4. Claims to be paid:
$ 8,249.78 (7/7/16)

A motion was made by Councilor Merrill seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Old Business:

1. Clerk Venier presented a proposed Compensation Plan.  Venier explained that the compensation plan had been prepared based on the results of the compensation study that was completed by Keystone Consultants; Councilors were also presented with the budgetary impact if the plan were to be implemented starting with pay period 18 and the annual budgetary impact of the plan.  Councilors also heard that the compensation plan also addresses the upcoming raise in minimum wage. 
Councilors discussed, in particular the grade levels of the Clerk/Treasurer Position as compared to other department head positions; Clerk Venier told Councilors that if they felt the position should be a grade higher then assigning supervisory responsibility over department heads would need to be implemented and not implied as is currently the case.  Councilors discussed if the City Clerk and City Administrator positions would be similar in the City’s case.  Mayor Bebo disliked the idea of returning to a City Administrator system expressing that it did not work well for the Council.  Venier informed Councilors that under the current system it is often implied that the Clerk will handle the Administrator’s responsibilities and if the Council would like to stay with a Clerk system then all Department Heads will continue to report directly to the Council.

2. Councilors reviewed the lone quote for the Cleveland St Sanitary Sewer replacement project, submitted by Juul Contracting.
A motion was made by Councilor Merrill seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve Resolution 16-16 accepting the bid submitted by Juul Contracting Co. for the Cleveland Street Sanitary Sewer Repair Project in the amount of $62,620.50.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
3. Councilors reviewed the proposal to extend the Sanitation Service Agreement with Waste Management.  Councilors reviewed the original agreement and asked Clerk Venier to eliminate the recycling section and add a provision to allow Waste Management to report on residents who are not subscribing to their services; this will allow City staff to enforce the provision of the City Ordinance that requires all residents to obtain garbage removal services.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve the Sanitation Service Agreement as amended.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
4. Councilors discussed options to address blighted buildings for which an Order for Repair has been served on.  The properties, located at 121 & 125 Main St W, have been served with the Order for Repair and Clerk Venier reported that the property owner of 125 Main St W has indicated a desire to transfer the property to the City because he has no interest in doing the needed work to address the Order for Repair.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Johnson to accept the transfer of the property located at 125 Main St W, Silver Lake (PID 19.050.0030) free of any liens.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Clerk Venier also requested Council permission to direct the City Attorney to prepare a formal request to the County Board allowing the City to acquire the property at 121 Main St W, which is under County control as it has been forfeited for non-payment of property taxes.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Mason to approve allowing the City Attorney submit a request, on behalf of the City, to McLeod County Board to transfer the property located at 121 Main St W. to the City for the correction of a blighted building.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Clerk Venier suggested requesting proposals for the demolition of the buildings.  
A motion was made by Councilor Merrill seconded by Councilor Johnson to request proposals for demolition of the buildings at 121 & 125 Main St W; proposals must also include a provision to contain any hazardous materials encountered that meets State regulations.  An alternate proposal to raze the connected buildings is also to be included.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
A motion was made by Councilor Merrill seconded by Councilor Johnson to direct Clerk Venier to have safety measures installed at 121 & 125 Main St W to prevent access to the buildings and provide safe passage on the public sidewalk.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
5. PW Supervisor Kosek reported that the sidewalk repair project was near completion.  Councilors discussed restoration of edging along repaired sidewalks and directed Kosek to restore them and seed so as to not look disturbed.

6. Councilors discussed the proposed Storm Sewer Utility Ordinance and Clerk Venier reviewed options for affected properties to apply for credits.  The ordinance will be written to include some application process for property owners who install systems to contain storm water; the credit will only cover a portion of the bill (credits cannot cover 100%).  The ordinance will stipulate that it is up to the property owner to provide engineering documentation showing what percent of the runoff is being retained.  The credit is to be determined by the City.

7. Mr. Duane Yurek of Main St W (property on the NE corner of Main St W and Lane Ave) asked for permission to construct a retaining wall along the west side of his property in the Right-of-Way.  Clerk Venier recommended approval of the request with the stipulation that if the City needs to do any work in the ROW the structure must be maintained by the property owner and can be removed by the City without consulting the owner of the property if there is a public need to use that portion of the ROW.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Fogarty to allow the property owner at the NE Corner of Main St W and Lane Ave to construct a retaining wall (as described) in the Lane Ave right-of-way as long as it is maintained by the property owner.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Clerk Venier is to check to see if this permission needs to be recorded on the property title.

Department Business:

1. Public Works:  Councilor Fogarty reported the following:

a. DOT permit for sanitary sewer main replacement along Hwy 7 has been applied for.

b. Pool mushroom water feature has been shut down due to a leak; leak will be investigated and corrected at the end of the season.

c. Prep for the Pola Czesky days celebration is underway.

d. Presented and recommended approval of the annual review for Gary Jerabek.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the annual review for Gary Jerabek.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
e. Discussed coverage for Public Works staff during scheduled.  Public Works Supervisor Kosek will present a proposal at a later date.

f. Discussed traffic problems in the pool area.  Some options were discussed and PW staff will install rumble strips and paint the intersection.

2. Community Development:  Councilor Mason and Clerk Venier reported the following:

a. Ty Turnquist of MNSPECT gave a quarterly update on building permit activity in the City.

b. Planning Commission met and are planning a tree education event at Lakeside Elementary and Cedar Crest.  They also discussed Lake improvement ideas.

c. Recommended the hire of pool staff.
A motion was made by Councilor Mason seconded by Councilor Merrill to approve the hire of Savannah Kuester as a part time seasonal Lifeguard.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
d. Gave an update on summer recreation activities.

3. Administration:  Clerk Venier reported on the following:

a. Reviewed June Treasurer’s report.

b. Presented an application for a one day Liquor On-Sale and Gambling permit for Holy Family church on 10-2-16.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Mason to approve a one-day liquor and gambling permit for Holy Family Church on 10-2-16.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
c. Recommended approval of an election judge.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve resolution 16-14 appointing an election judge.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
d. A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Johnson to request proposals for economic development consulting services for the downtown redevelopment project.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
e. Updated Councilors on the progress of the Dollar General store construction.

f. Reported that a department head meeting was held and reviewed the following with staff:

i. Safety program with Safe Assure

ii. Budget prep for 2017: staff will prepare department budgets for review with Council Liaison.  Council will review and August and September meetings; the preliminary budget will need to be approved at the Sept. 19th meeting.

iii. Discussed CIP updates and plan will be presented at the August meeting.

g. Municipal Liquor Store:  Councilor Merrill reviewed the following:

i. Sales for June were $45,248 with a net profit of $8,223.  Councilor Merrill noted that $5,000 of the profit was donated by the SL Lions that will go toward the purchase of new doors for the facility.

Open Discussion:

1. Councilor Merrill informed Councilors of regional meeting schedule for meetings for City Officials being held by the League of MN Cities.  Councilor Merrill requested permission to attend in October and Clerk Venier reported there was money available in the budget.

2. Clerk Venier reported that the City was notified of a meeting being held on July 27th for home owners in Silver Acres estates to discuss drainage.  Clerk Venier reported that he will attend and offer the option of annexation of the properties into City Limits as an option for the residents.  Currently the property lies outside of City Limits.

3. Councilors asked Clerk Venier to check into main power lines coming into the City.  Clerk will contact Xcel Energy to find out how the City’s power is fed into the City.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Mason to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned.
_________________________________

Seal of the City:
Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

