Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting 

December 6, 2004

Mayor Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

Members present:  Councilors Foss, Fogarty, Kieser, & Miska

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Dale Kosek, Public Works Supervisor; George Lhotka; Harvey Mickolichek; Sheldon Swenson, Waste Management; Jeff Bertram, Don Williamson, West Central Sanitation

Consent Agenda:

1. Minutes from November 1, 2004 Regular Meeting

2. Claims to be paid
$21,634.94

3. Payroll #24 & November

Old Business:

1. The Council reviewed a letter from the City Attorney which outline two options for the City to consider:

a. Amend the original contract and accept Waste Management’s modification of the contract as outlined in Waste Management’s letter dated 5/1/04 , or

b. Refuse to extend the contract because Waste Management has attempted to unilaterally modify the contract.  Waste Management should be informed that if it does not want to adhere to the original contract it will expire on 12/31/04.

Mr. Sheldon Swenson addressed the Council and expressed Waste Management’s desire to amend the contract and extend it for three years.  
Clerk Venier reported that Waste Management had been very difficult to work with over the past eight months and it took a warning letter from the City Attorney to get them to comply with the current contract.  Venier also commented that the issue of refuse and recycling should simply be agree on a contract and both parties should honor it until the contract expires which is not what had happened with Waste Management.
Jeff Bertram addressed the Council with accusations that Waste Management was not in compliance with the current contract as recyclables weren’t being brought to the County Materials Recycling Facility.  Mr. Swenson affirmed that recyclables were brought to their Norwood Young America Facility due to a truck breakdown. 

A motion was made by Councilor Kieser to review proposals for refuse/recycling service.  Seconded by Councilor Fogarty.
Vote for: Unanimous
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to issue a three year contract for Refuse & Recycling.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Kieser to award West Central Sanitation the three-year contract for Recycling & Refuse based on their proposal.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.
Vote for: Councilors Foss, Fogarty, Kieser, & Miska.
Against:  Mayor Bebo
Motion carried.

2. Mr. George Lhotka and Harvey Mickolicheck of the Silver Lake Pool & Parks Organization addressed the Council to give an update on the organizations activities.

a. They are in the process of trying to see if they can construct a new pool for $250,000 which is the amount that they have raised; and due to the failure of the Pool Referendum they are looking at all alternatives available to get a pool built.

b. Mr. Lhotka reported that the organization is trying to obtain financing to over the donations that are pledged but not collected yet.  Mr. Mickolicheck discussed the possibility of a land use agreement that would allow the Pool Organization to build a pool and donate it to the City to maintain & operate.  Clerk Venier reported that in discussions with the City Attorney this would be possible but an agreement outlining the specifics would need to be drawn up.

c. Mr. Lhotka inquired about the possibility of the proceeds from the sale of land to Lakes Gas be donated to the Pool Organization as this money had been designated to Pool & Parks improvements.  They also reported that they will attend the next meeting with more specific requests for support from the City.

3. Discussion of a collaboration project with the City & GSL Schools was tabled until the 12/20/04 meeting.

4. Reviewed 2005 Cost of Living Adjustment. 
A motion was made by Councilor Foss to approve a COLA for 2005 at 2.7%.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
5. Reviewed an amendment to the Animal Control Ordinance.  The matter was tabled until a plan of enforcement and some revisions could be made by the police department.

New Business

1. MLS Manager Jerry Quast addressed the Council to reconsider granting a step increase for Dena Dudgeon or giving him a reason to tell her as to why she was denied an increase at the last meeting.  
A motion was made by Councilor Foss to approve a step increase for Dena Dudgeon effective on her review date.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.
Vote for:  Mayor Bebo, Councilors Foss, Miska, & Kieser
Against:  Fogarty
Motion carried.
Quast also presented the annual review for Amy Yurek and requested to hire Dominique Robinson as a part time bartender.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska to approve the annual review for Amy Yurek with a step increase.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska to hire Dominique Robinson as a part time bartender pending successful completion of drug test & criminal background check.  Seconded by Councilor Fogarty.  
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Manager Quast also presented a proposal to book Delene in the Auditorium for Feb. 4, 2005.  He reported that Delene is a performer from Branson, MO and the tour company that would like to book her would purchase 110 dinner & show tickets in advance because they will be brining in a bus load from the Wilmar area.
A motion was made by Councilor Foss to approve the booking of Delene for $3,000.00 for a Feb. 2005 concert at the Auditorium.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
2. Council reviewed the following year end transfers as recommended by Clerk Venier:
From Fund

Budgeted

Actual


To Fund
610 Liquor Store

$10,000.00

$10,000.00

101 General
610 Liquor Store

$10,000.00

$15,000.00

204 Ambulance
101 General 

$22,852.00

$22,852.00

205 Fire
607 Water

$ 3,000.00

$ 3,000.00

404 PW Equip
607 Water

$ 1,500.00

$ 1,500.00

405 Parks & Pool 
607 Water

$ 3,500.00

$ 3,500.00

407 PD Squad
607 Water

$ 6,500.00

$ 6,500.00

411 PW Streets
414 Forfeiture

$1,500.00

$1,500.00

407 PD Squad

Council tabled the creation of a Computer/IS Capital Improvement Fund as proposed by Clerk Venier.

3. Reviewed An ordinance relating to clandestine drug lab sites and chemical dump sites.  Ordinance was recommended by the City Attorney and Chief Klein.
A motion was made by Councilor Foss to approve Ordinance 60: AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO CLANDESTINE DRUG LAB SITES AND CHEMICAL DUMP SITES.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.  Ordinance will go into effect following publication in the Paper.
4. The Council received a request from the City Attorney for a rate adjustment from $105.00 per hour to $115.00 per hour.  The City Attorney reported that the last increase was in 1999.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty to approve a rate adjustment of $10.00 per hour for civil services.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
5. Clerk Venier reviewed an invoice for water repairs at Kaz’s Amoco and discussed arrangements for payment of the invoice.  Public Works Supervisor Kosek will attend the next meeting to review this further.

6. Clerk Venier reviewed proposal to construct City signs on the east and west ends of the City on Highway 7.  Matter tabled until a cost for double sided signs can be received.

7. Clerk Venier presented for approval a Fire Department request to purchase new Hurst Tool Equipment from Alex Air Apparatus for $18,068.54.  Venier reported that the money will come from the Fire Equipment Trust Fund which is money that is donated to the City from the Fire Relief Associations sale of Pull tabs.  Also noted was that $2,500.00 was received from Center Point for a grant towards the purchase of this equipment.  Mayor Bebo asked if any of this money was tax dollars from the City or the Townships and Clerk Venier reported that none of the money came from any tax receipts it was money donated by the SLFD Relief Association that was designated for equipment replacement and the grant from Center Point.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss to approve the purchase of Hurst Tool Equipment from Alex Air Apparatus for $18,068.54.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.
Vote for:  Mayor Bebo, Councilor Kieser & Foss
Abstained:  Councilors Fogarty & Miska
Motion carried.

8. Councilor Fogarty reported on a letter received from the MPCA regarding some administrative issues that they feel the City could improve on and discussed a plan to address the issues and report to the MPCA.

9. Mayor Bebo requested that each Councilor prepare a report on the activities in their department for the next meeting to pass along to the new liaisons.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to adjourn this Regular Meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; Meeting adjourned 8:56 pm.


____________________________________

Seal of The City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor


_____________________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

