Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

November 19, 2007

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members present:  Councilor Pat Fogarty, Nolan Johnson, Dale Miska, and Karl Wawrzyniak

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Bill Hummel, Police Chief

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes of the November 5, 2007 regular meeting.

2. Payroll #23, October, & Yearly

3. Claims to be paid:
$27,175.23 (11/19/07)
 


$  7,095.37 (pp #23)

Councilors questioned a charge made by the police department for meals while attending training locally and requested the Personnel Policy be reviewed at the next meeting.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Old Business:

1. The Council reviewed the 2008 pay scale and budget and tabled the matter until the Dec. 3rd meeting.

New Business:

1. Council reviewed Resolution 07-14: Assessing delinquent utility accounts to property taxes collectable in 2008.  The Council received a request from the property owner at 1104 Main St W requesting that the delinquent charge be turned over to a collection company, as this was a rental property.  Councilors discussed this and the consensus was that the owner of the property is responsible for all charges for service and the payment of such services.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska so approve Resolution 07-14: Assessing delinquent utility accounts to property taxes collectable in 2008.
Vote for: Unanimous
Motion carried.
Department Reports:

1. Municipal Liquor Store:  Councilor Miska reported on the following:

a. October sales were down approximately $3,273 from October of 2006 resulting in a loss of $3,230 for the month.

b. Clerk Venier reported that the gross profit for the year was down nearly 2% compared to the same period in 2006.

c. Discussed offering more entertainment to attract customers, MLS Manager Quast is hoping to provide Karaoke once or twice a month.

d. Councilor Miska presented an application for a part time cleaner at the auditorium and recommended approval for hire.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve Grace Baker as a part time cleaner at the auditorium pending successfully completing a drug test.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
e. Mayor Bebo suggested that operating costs be factored into the report on food sales that is given to present a more accurate picture of the success of adding the expanded menu.

f. Councilors requested that the 2008 liquor fund budget be revised to reflect the down turn in sales the operation is currently experiencing.  Councilor Miska and Manager Quast will be asked to complete for the next meeting.

2. Public Safety:  Councilor Johnson and Chief Bill Hummel presented the following:

a. Chief Hummel reviewed the need for additional funding for a computer in the squad car.  He explained that the County is requiring cities to have mobile dispatch capabilities by 2009 and the cost to the City would be $3,750 per year for the license for the software.  Hummel also reported that the City would have to purchase and install a mobile computer in the squad and subscribe to a mobile broadband card so they squad could have access to the wireless network.  Hutchinson, Glencoe, and the County are in the process of utilizing this technology.

b. Chief Hummel reviewed the current animal control ordinance and suggested that the limit on dogs and cats be a set number with no permit process.  Hummel said the current permit process leaves the decision up to the PD and he felt it was bad public relations that the PD had to make the decision.  Mayor Bebo suggested that the problem is that the ordinance has never really been enforced and it was originally designed to give the PD a tool to help them when a complaint was received; it was not developed for the PD to go door to door and inspect houses for pets.  Chief Hummel reported that he felt that the blight and nuisance ordinances that the City has are sufficient to control any animal related complaints the department receives.
Mayor Bebo and Councilor Fogarty asked what surrounding required permitting of pets and the process for issuing the permits.  Chief Hummel reported that Lester Prairie has such an ordinance but it is not enforced.
The Council asked to review a recommended revision from the Chief of Police at the next meeting.

c. Chief Hummel requested a closed meeting to discuss some issues concerning the department.  Clerk Venier reviewed the scenarios in which a meeting can be closed and it was decided that the problems Hummel was inquiring about did not meet the criteria and it was decided that he will review them with Mayor Bebo and Councilor Johnson as he did not want to discuss them in an open meeting.

d. Councilor Johnson said he attended department training with the PD, as an observer.

3. Public Works:  Councilor Fogarty reported on the following:

a. Councilor Fogarty presented a quote from JN Machining for a ladder, grate, and platform for the Cleveland St lift station.  The platform was designed by Public Works Supervisor Kosek and Jim Nowak to hang off of the ladder which will make installation easier.  The quote didn’t include installation but Councilor Fogarty reported that Kosek and Gary Jerabek would be able to install the equipment but may need to have some help lowering the unit.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Miska to approve the quote from JN Machine for equipment at the Cleveland St Lift Station.
Vote for: Unanimous
Motion carried.
b. City welcome sign has been completed.

c. Christmas lights are hung and ready for the holidays.

4. Community Development:  Councilor Wawrzyniak reported that he is in the process of putting a proposal together for lighting and landscaping of City Sign area.  Wawrzyniak also reported that the Planning Commission met and reviewed the City’s comprehensive plan and will have some proposed changes for the December report.

5. Administration:  Clerk Venier reported on the following:

a. Followed up with information regarding a request for an on-sale license for a restaurant.  Clerk Venier reported that state law does allow for City’s that have municipal liquor to allow on-sale licenses; however the current city ordinance does not allow for it.  Venier informed the Council and the concerned party that a request to amend the current ordinance should be sufficient to allow the City to issue on-sale licenses.

b. The Council reviewed Cost Of Living Adjustment for 2008 and tabled the matter until it had reviewed proposed Health insurance costs for 2008.

c. Clerk Venier informed the Council that the property owner from 141 Main St W had requested that the City repair the water line and assess the cost to his taxes.  Councilors asked that Clerk Venier bring an assessment policy for their consideration at the December meeting.

d. Councilors asked for a breakdown of employee benefits for all full time employees.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.

______________________________

Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

______________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

