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Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

January 16, 2007

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members present: Councilors Pat Fogarty, Nolan Johnson, Dale Miska, & Karl Wawrzyniak

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Jerry Quast, MLS Manager; Larry Hertzog

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska to approve the agenda.  

Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes from the January 2nd, 2007 Regular Meeting.

2. Approve Payroll #1

3. Claims to be paid:
$  1,270.47 (pp#1)
 


$  6,625.24 (1/4/07 ’06 EOY)
 


$  6,443.44 (1/12/07 ’06 EOY)
 


$32,036.90 (1/16/07 Council)

A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Johnson to amend previous approval to purchase two tires for the Loader from $4,000.00 to $4,257.50.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.


Old Business:

1. The Council reviewed Resolution 07-05: A resolution authorizing issuance, awarding sale, prescribing the form and details and providing for the payment of $745,000 General Obligation refunding bonds, Series 2007A.  Clerk Venier reported that he received correspondence from Northland Securities that the savings will be approximately $33,242.  In addition another $4,000 would be saved by combining the bonds as there will only be one Paying Agent.

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska to approve Resolution 07-05: Authorizing issuance and awarding sale, prescribing the form and details and providing for the payment of $745,000 General Obligation refunding bonds, series 2007A.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried. 

2. Clerk Venier reported that the Planning Commission held a public hearing to receive comments on a Conditional Use Application for 300 Frank St.  The CUP application was for permission to construct an accessory structure over 800 sq. ft.  Venier reported that the Planning Commission recommended approval of the application.  Mr. Larry Herzog, the property owner, addressed the Council and explained the project.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve a Conditional Use Permit for 300 Frank St to allow for construction of a 1024 sq. ft. accessory building.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Department Business:

1. Municipal Liquor Store: 
MLS Manager Jerry Quast said the final report for December was being worked on by the Clerk and would be ready for the next meeting.  Quast discussed some future promotions and also discussed pricing options, as the cost of beer will be going up in Feb.  He also reported that the cost of recycling bottles is rising and he is thinking of ways to reduce glass bottle usage in the MLS.
Quast also reported that he would like to start a discussion on getting property on Highway 7 and putting up an off-sale store.  The Council suggested moving forward with the idea.
A sign on highway 7 was discussed; the sign would advertise the businesses on Main Street.  Quast will bring a proposal to the Council once the details are worked out.
Quast presented the annual reviews for Mike Wojiack, Kathy Herman, & Gina Hagedorn.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve the annual review and step increase for Mike Wojiack.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the annual review and step increase for Kathy Herman.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried

A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve the annual review and step increase for Gina Hagedorn.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried


2. Public Safety: 
Councilor Johnson reviewed the monthly report submitted by Chief Hummel.   Johnson reported that the PD was requesting contracting someone to update Department files, which Hummel reports date back to the 1960’s.  The PD also is requesting the purchase of a laptop computer for the office.  
Mayor Bebo stated that the filing issue was brought up before.  Clerk Venier asked Councilor Johnson to talk with the Chief to be sure that he is following the records retention schedule as the City has adopted the State record retention program which sets procedures for the destruction of City records.  Mayor Bebo reported that he did not like the idea of Department Heads using Laptops for City business because he didn’t want anyone working from home. 
Councilor Johnson reported that SLPD officers participated in the “Shop with a Cop” program in December and that the PD has received lawn ornaments that were stolen from area homes and if anyone is missing one they are encouraged to stop by the Police Department. 


3. Public Works:
Councilor Fogarty reviewed the Public Works report submitted by PW Supervisor Kosek.  The report noted that an ice rink near the tennis courts was being set up; a sewer line was blocked and it appeared that the blockage was in the street and Clerk Venier and PW Supv. Kosek recommended paying a bill presented by the homeowner for roto rooter service, as the bill was less than the deductible for the City’s insurance.  Kosek also reported that he working with the PD regarding snowbird violations.


4. Community Development:
Councilor Wawrzyniak and Clerk Venier reported the following:

a. Clerk Venier recommended rehiring Gary Kosek as Rec. Director.  Venier said he spoke with Mr. Kosek, and Gary would like to do the program again and has been talking with Community Ed about the baseball and softball opportunities that are out their.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska to hire Gary Kosek as a seasonal Recreation Director until the end of the 2007 pool season.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
b. Received request for comments on a Conditional Use Application submitted to McLeod County for a property owned by Otting House Movers located on Highway 7 across from Silver Lake and Hwy 7.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Miska to recommend approval of the Conditional Use Permit with the following Conditions: 1.  Storage is in the proposed expansion area; 2.  a maximum of 4 homes per lot; a fence must be erected around entire storage area.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

5. Administration:  Clerk Venier reported the following:

a. Reported on water issue on Summit Ave. Clerk Venier said the new meter has been installed and the usage is still the same.  He and PW Supv. Kosek will continue to work with the owner on the issue.

b. Presented the Senior Dining Site contract and Venier reported that none of the other sites received rent for this program.  
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve Resolution 07-06: a contract allowing the Auditorium to be used for the Senior Dining program.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
c. Venier presented a proposal for the prepayment of the 1995 Series GO Bonds.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska to approve Resolution 07-04 approving the prepayment of the 1995 Series GO Bonds.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
d. Reported that he will attend the MCFOA conference March 6-9.

Open Discussion:

1. Mayor Bebo asked if the Councilors and Department Heads have set up meeting times or if they wanted to go to an open workshop before the 2nd Council meeting of each month.  The general consensus was to keep things the way that they are.  Mayor Bebo asked that each liaison inform the Council the date of the meeting as part of his monthly report.

2. Councilor Fogarty recommended that the Clerk be given the responsibility of handling the day to day administrative and personnel issues.  Clerk Venier reported that when these issues arise there are procedures that need to be followed and having one person accountable will help to make sure things are handled correctly and in a timely fashion.  Venier also said the change would not take any authority away from the Council.  Mayor Bebo suggested that Venier revise the Job Description and present it at the next meeting for review.

3. Discussion concerning Council pay and procedures was held and Clerk Venier is to find pay rates for other area Councils.

4. Discussed holidays falling on Council meeting days.  
A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to change the meeting date to Tuesday for any meeting falling on a Holiday as defined in the City personnel policy.
Vote for:  unanimous
Motion carried.
5. Discussed doing a welcome ceremony for Books & Beans, & SL Express on Saturday Jan. 20th.

6. Asked Clerk to send out snow removal letters for two properties.

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Fogarty to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.

______________________________________

Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor


______________________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

