Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

September 6, 2005

Mayor Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

Members Present:  Councilors Nolan Johnson, Karl Wawrzyniak, Tim Foss, & Pat Fogarty

Others present: Kerry Venier, Clerk; Jerry Quast, MLS Manager; Doug Short, PD Chief; Bill Hummel PD Officer

*Meeting not recorded*

Pledge of Allegiance

Consent Agenda

a. Approve minutes of the August 15, 2005 regular meeting

b. Claims to be paid
$89,135.89 (pp#17) 
 


$23,039.07 (pp#18)

c. Payroll #17, 18, & August

A motion was made by Councilor Foss and seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the consent agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous

Motion carried.

Old Business:

1. Council reviewed the 2006 preliminary budget with Mayor Bebo reminding the Council that the preliminary budget can be lowered, but not raised, prior to setting the final budget and levy request.  
Councilors discussed the inclusion of a 5% contingency, $10,000 to be set aside for a Fire Hall Fund, $25,000 to go to the Ambulance Fund resulting in nearly $65,000 in new expenses not seen in previous years.  Clerk Venier explained the contingency was built in to help strengthen the General Fund to get the Fund balance to 30% - 50% of annual general fund expenses, which is recommended by the State.  Venier also reported the reasoning behind the $25,000 transfer to the Ambulance Fund is to bring that fund out of its current deficit of nearly $24,000.
Councilor Foss stated that he was not comfortable with a large increase in tax rate.  If approved, Councilors agreed that a closer look at the budget will be warranted and cuts will have to be made before the budget is finalized in December.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss and seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve Resolution 05-22: A resolution adopting the 2006 Preliminary City Budget and Preliminary Tax Levy for Taxes collectible in 2006.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.


2. Clerk Venier updated the Council on the Small Cities Development Grant Application citing that the Mayor, Consultants, & he held an open house on 8/31.  Venier reported that the open house was a success and was attended by approximately 25 homeowners and business owners to discuss the specifics of participation in the housing/commercial rehab program.  The next step would be to inspect at least 4 homes and 2 businesses to get cost estimates to include in the application.  The goal is to send the application in early October for feedback with the final application being due November 1, 2005.
Venier recommended that the City waive its portion of the building permit fees on homes/businesses that participate in the program.  This would help show the City’s contribution to the program.

A motion was made by Councilor Johnson and seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to waive the City’s portion of Building Permit fees to homes/businesses that participate in the Small Cities Development Program. 
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried
New Business:

1. Clerk Venier reviewed the Fall Clean-up Schedule reporting that the clean up will be held Saturday September 17th from 8am – Noon.


2. Clerk Venier updated the Council on the activities of the Community Schools Committee and reported that the Committee will be rolling out a Drug Prevention program and if anyone Council members are interested in helping to contact Chief Short who is on the Meth Task Force.


3. MLS Manager Jerry Quast addressed the Council requesting to adjust the rate schedule for events at the Auditorium.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty and seconded by Councilor Foss to approve the recommended adjustment in the rate schedule for auditorium events.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

4. Police Chief Short requested the hire of Tom Guthery as a part time police officer.  Chief Short reported that the Police Department is currently sponsoring Mr. Guthery’s license.  
Clerk Venier reported that there are no records of Mr. Guthery’s hire with the City and in speaking with a former Council member he had learned that Mr. Guthery was brought for hire but never approved by the Council.  Venier reported that all that is needed to be sponsored by POST is the Chief Law Enforcement Officer’s signature, so it would be possible for an officer to be sponsored by the City without being employed by the City; he reminded the Council that according to City policy department heads do not have the authority to hire/terminate employees that responsibility is left to the City Council.  
Mayor Bebo reported that he thought that Mr. Guthery has not worked in the last five or six years and wondered why Mr. Guthery had a sudden interest in working for the City.  
Chief Short reported that he had contacted everyone on the Department roster and was not aware that Mr. Guthery was never hired by the City Council when he called him.  Chief Short reported that he did not know Mr. Guthery very well and was only recommending him because he was on the roster.  Officer Hummel reported that a background check, physical, and psychological exam be done if the City is considering hiring Mr. Guthery.
The Council, on the recommendation of Clerk Venier & Chief Short, decided to get the advice of the City Attorney if they did not want to hire Mr. Guthery and instructed the Clerk to contact the City Attorney and report at the next meeting.


5. Chief Short reviewed plans to develop a rank & file chain of command within the Police Reserves and requested to fill the 4 vacant spots on the reserve roster.  Mayor Bebo reported that Chief Short didn’t need permission to advertise the openings; he just needed to present the names of individuals for hire to the Council for approval.  Clerk Venier discussed the possibility of working with the Fire Department because there are times the Fire Department has a waiting list of interested personnel and encouraging them to join the PD reserves until a slot came open on the Fire Department.  Mayor Bebo reported that this seemed like a concept that would attract and encourage people to get involved in the Fire, Ambulance, & Police aspects of the City.


6. Councilor Johnson requested a listing of all open building permits within the City.  Clerk Venier said he would get a copy to Councilor Johnson for inclusion in the Community Development report at the next meeting.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss and seconded by Councilor Fogarty to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for: Unanimous
Motion carried, meeting adjourned 9:11 pm.

____________________________________


Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

____________________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

