Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

September 4th, 2003

Minutes

The following publication of the minutes are not official until council approval, the official copy of the minutes may be requested from the City Administration Office at PO Box 347, 308 W. Main St. Silver Lake, MN 55381, 320 327 2412 after September 18th, 2003.

Mayor Bebo opened the regular meeting of the City Council of Silver Lake at 6:00 pm.

Present:
Councilors Fogarty, Foss, Miska, and Kieser

Also present:
Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer; Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes from the July 24th, 2003 Regular Meeting.

2. Approve minutes from the August 7th, 2003 Regular Meeting.

3. Approve payroll # 18

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to approve the consent agenda.  Seconded by Councilor Fogarty.
Vote for:
Unanimous
Motion Carried

Old Business:

1. Fire Chief addressed the Council regarding a complaint about his responding to calls in his tow truck.  The Fire Chief reported that he responds to calls in his personal vehicles and the tow truck is his personal vehicle.  The Mayor reported that he had talked with the person who filed the complaint and after they reviewed the call report they found that the complaint was unfounded.  The Fire Chief expressed frustration with the Council in that he should have been informed of the complaint prior to the Council discussing it in the open.  The Council agreed and informed the Fire Chief that the way he responds to calls is acceptable.

New Business:

1. Ms. Charlotte Navratil addressed the Council regarding her Final Platt of her development on Swan Lake just outside of city limits.  The Council reviewed the platt and the Mayor and City Clerk signed the platt.

2. The Clerk presented the Council with Applications #1 and #2 for work done on Phase II of Silver Edge Estates.  
A motion was made by Councilor Foss to approve Application for Payment #1 in the amount of $132,610.50 to Juul Contracting Co.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss to approve Application for Payment #2 in the amount of $60,232.37 to Juul Contracting Co.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.
Vote for:
  Unanimous
Motion carried.
3. The Council reviewed the 2004 Preliminary budget and the Clerk informed the Council that with the proposed budget the preliminary Levy would be $335,000 compared to $288,000 in 2003 and reminded the Council that this levy can be reduced before the Final levy is approved and that this would be dependant on how the Final Budget comes out.  The Council also reviewed what the increase would mean as far as increase in taxes. The Clerk is to find out more information about how the tax rate is calculated and report back.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty to extend the meeting to Wed. September 10th at 7:00 PM.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.
Vote for:
Unanimous
Motion Carried

Extension of September 4, Regular Meeting of the Silver Lake City Council

September 10, 2003


Mayor Bebo resumed the meeting at 7:00 PM

Present:

Councilors Foss, Miska, and Fogarty.  Councilor Kieser arrived at 7:10 pm

Also present:
Kerry Venier, Clerk; Dale Kosek, Public Works Supervisor; Gene Wawrzyniak, Fire Chief; Mark Blazinski.

New Business:

1. Councilor Foss presented an application and recommended Barb Quast for hire as a Part-Time Bartender in the MLS.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska to hire Barb Quast as a Part-time bartender at the liquor store.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.


2. A motion was made by Councilor Miska to approve the claims to be paid in the amount of $15,932.85.  Seconded by Councilor Fogarty.
Vote for:
Unanimous
Motion carried.

3. The Council resumed budget discussion and the Clerk reported that he had spoken with the County Auditor and she reviewed the way in which taxes are calculated and last years tax rate was 96.40 and should the City approve the preliminary levy at $335,000 the tax rate would likely be 103.78 an tax rate increase of roughly 7.3%.  The Clerk informed the Council that the levy is only one of the factors that determine taxes and that the assessed value and class rate are among the others.
The Council discussed the option of raising taxes in order to keep the service levels or cutting services to keep the tax increase at a minimal.  Discussion was held of possible areas cuts could be made and the Fire Department presented an amended budget for review.  The Council decided it would review each department’s budget between now and the truth in taxation meetings to come up with a final budget to determine the final levy.  The Clerk recommended that the Council approve the preliminary levy at $335,000 and stated that the 2004 proposed budget would continue to provide service levels as they are but it sets a plan for the future financial growth of the City by building the City’s reserves.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty to set the 2004 Proposed Net Levy at $335,000.00.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

4. Clerk’s Annual review.  The Council reviewed the performance of the City Clerk and the general consensus was that the Clerk is progressing in a positive way.

 A motion was made by Councilor Foss to approve the review of the City Clerk and move to the Grade 2, 3 Year step of $32,508.00 per year.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

5. Discussion was held regarding Truth in Taxation hearing dates and Councilor Fogarty inquired about the possibility of moving the meeting dates to Mondays.  The Clerk is to draft an ordinance amending the current ordinance to change the dates and present at the next meeting.

A motion was made by Councilor Kieser to hold the 1st Truth in Taxation meeting on Dec. 1st at 7 PM in the Auditorium.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.
Vote for: Unanimous
Motion carried
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty to hold the Truth in Taxation Continuation hearing on Dec. 15th at 6 PM in the Auditorium.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

6. The Clerk reported that Centerpoint had sent information about their Community Beautification Grant Program.  The Council suggested that the Clerk apply for the grant to put Welcome to Silver Lake signs on Hwy 7.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss to adjourn this regular meeting of the City Council.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion carried; meeting adjourned. 

_________________________________


Seal of The City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

_________________________________

Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer







