Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

August 6, 2007

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

Members present:  Councilors Nolan Johnson, Dale Miska, and Karl Wawrzyniak.

Members Absent:  Councilor Pat Fogarty

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Dale Kosek, Public Works; Gene Wawrzyniak, Fire Chief; Ron Yurek; Bruce Peterson; Steve & Lisa Hauer; Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader; Michelle Swanson, Xcel Energy; Ray Bandas, Knights of Columbus

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve the minutes of the July 16, 2007 regular meeting.

2. Payroll #15 & July

3. Claims to be paid:
$24,789.96 pp#15
 


$11,889.71 (8/03/07)

Mayor Bebo opened the public forum to get input into the city’s Capital Improvement Plan.  Clerk Venier reported that the Capital Improvement Plan is designed to set up spending priorities for future City spending.  The plan is part of the City’s long-term plan to ensure financial stability while continuing to plan for improvement projects requested by the residents.  Venier told those in attendance that the process for developing the CIP will include the following:

a. Projects will be identified,

b. Justification for each project will be explained,

c. The projects useful life will be identified,

d. Project priorities will be established as best as possible,

e. Costs involved will be established, 

f. Funding for the projects will be reviewed,

g. Project priorities will be reexamined,

h. The Plan will also include a detailed review of the City’s finances (cash balances, assets & liabilities, and debt schedule)  which will be used to plan when debt can be issued to minimize the impact on the property tax levy.

Mr. Ron Yurek addressed the Council concerning his desire to demolish an old elevator he owns on East Main Street.  Mr. Yurek reported that he had change plans and would like to keep the property commercial and put a commercial building on the property and was hoping the City would be able to help in this process.  Mr. Yurek said he is exploring grant opportunities and Clerk Venier said it may be possible to get funding from the State of MN to help redevelop the area.

Mr. Bruce Peterson addressed the Council and reported that the City should include improvements to the Pool Park area, Lake enhancement efforts, and a sidewalk route to the Pool as part of its Capital Improvement plan.

Steve Hauer addressed the Council reporting that he would like to see work continue on the development of an industrial park along Hwy 7, development of a historical museum for Silver Lake, more housing development, improvements/upgrades to sewer system, Off Sale Relocation to Hwy 7, more improvements to park area at the west end of Main street.  Mr. Hauer also encouraged the City to look prepare for and explore annexing land north of Hwy 7 and also work with County and State to clean up properties along highway 7.

Lisa Hauer addressed the Council regarding a desire to see the development of financing packages for commercial and residential rehabilitation and development.

Ken Merrill addressed the Council with the following input:

a. Encouraged the City to work with the County to encourage the development of a County Economic Development Authority;

b. Enhance lake access and promote asset value of the Lake for development of the City;

c. Revisit the development of locating a senior living/assisted living facility in the City and at the same time target service markets that cater to this market (ie.  Medical facility, Attorney, accounting services, etc.)

d. Explore possibility of a library system or book borrowing service (maybe in conjunction with the school library system).

e. Making the Auditorium accessible by adding an elevator, plans were drawn up and would like to see more done to make this happen.  Also minor repairs to keep the Auditorium up to date and even explore using round tables.

Clerk Venier addressed the Council asking to see the lake become the focal point of the community and expressed a desire to see the development of a boardwalk or pier system along the lake near the softball fields to encourage access to the lake.

Councilor Johnson suggested the following projects for consideration:

a. Relocation of Fire hall/city offices to County Shed on East Main if the Shed every comes available.

b. Water system improvements, such as water treatment and storage expansion.

c. Possibly adding a fountain in the lake as a way to focus on the value of the lake to the community.

Mayor Bebo also encouraged revisiting the development of a campground on the lake.

Old Business:

1. Council reviewed an application for a conditional use permit for 1016 Main St W.  This item had been tabled from the 7/16/07 meeting due to questions about water run off issues on the property.  Mr. Bruce Peterson, the property owner, explained that this is a low spot in the area and the run off would be directed to a storm sewer drain on his property.  Mr. Dale Kosek explained that the storm sewer would be able to handle the run off because it was upgraded in 2003.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska to approve a Conditional Use Permit to construct an accessory building over 800 sq. ft. at 1016 Main St W.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
2. Council reviewed Ordinance 66: Adopting the Minnesota Building Code.  Clerk Venier reported that this ordinance would be a perpetuating that automatically adopts the most current version of the State Building code eliminating the need to adopt a new ordinance every time the code changes thus eliminating all the charges associated with the adoption of a new ordinance.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve Ordinance 66: Adopting the Minnesota State Building Code.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
3. Council reviewed Ordinance 67: An Electric Franchise Agreement.  Clerk Venier reported that the City Attorney had reviewed the agreement and after discussions with Xcel Energy he recommended approving the Franchise Agreement.  Ms. Michelle Swanson of Xcel Energy briefly explained the agreement and its purpose.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve Ordinance 67: An Electric Franchise Agreement.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
New Business:

1. The Council delayed reviewing budget progress through June 30, 2007 so that they could review the figures.

2. Council reviewed Ordinance 68: A Gas Franchise Agreement.  Clerk Venier reported that the agreement had been reviewed by the City Attorney and he highlighted a clause outlining the procedure the City would have to take if they ever wanted to charge a franchise fee.  Venier recommended approval of the agreement.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve Ordinance 68: A Gas Franchise Agreement.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
3. Clerk Venier reminded Councilors of the budget timeline and Council agreed to review the 2008 Proposed budget at the 8/20/07 meeting.

4. Fire Chief Gene Wawrzyniak reported to the Council that a tank was leaking in one of the Fire Department Pumper trucks.  Clerk Venier informed the Council that in the past they have given approval for the Mayor and Liaison to make the decision on emergency repairs or purchases.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska to authorize Mayor Bebo and Councilor Johnson to approve repair expenditures to repair the Fire Department pump truck.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
5. Mr. Ray Bandas, on behalf of the Knights of Columbus, presented the Council with a donation of $325.00 to be used for the Winter Festival.  The donation came from funds received from the KC’s paper drive.  Mr. Bandas reported that the drive was again a success and that another paper drive will happen August 8th.

Open Discussion:

1. Council directed Councilor Miska and City Staff to prepare a cost proposal for the relocation of the City’s off sale liquor facility to Hwy 7 by the 2nd regular meeting in September.

2. Mayor Bebo reported that the Pola Czesky weekend went very well and thanked everyone involved.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous

Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 8:36 pm.

_______________________________

Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

_______________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer
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