07-20-09 Minutes

Minutes

July 20, 2009

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members present:  Mayor Bruce Bebo, Councilors Pat Fogarty, Jennell Johnson, Nolan Johnson, and Carol Roquette

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Scott Qualle, Building Inspector; Dale Kosek, Public Works; Bill Hummel, Police Chief; Dorothy Merrill, Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve the agenda.  
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes of the July 6, 2009 regular meeting.

2. Approve payroll #15 & June Amb.

3. Claims to be paid:
$21,180.35 June EFT
 


$33,306.23 (7/16/09)
 


$14,201.39 (7/20/09)

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Nolan Johnson to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

New Business:

1. Councilors reviewed investment options for monies currently invested in a certificate of deposit.  Clerk Venier reported that there was $76,107.81 invested in a six month CD with First Community Bank that would mature on July 22, 2009.  Venier reported that the renewal rate would be 2% for a 182 day Certificate and 2.4% for a 12-month certificate and recommended renewing at the 182-day rate so that the money would be available if needed.  Venier explained that the CD was made up with $50,738.54 from the Fire Equip. Trust, $10,221.56 from the Sewer Fund, and $15,147.71 from the Water Fund.  Mayor Bebo suggested breaking the CD up and investing it by fund for easier tracking, he also suggested combining the water and sewer amounts with existing CD for those funds when they mature.
Councilors revised Resolution 09-17 to allow for the purchase of a 182 day certificate of deposit for the monies in the Fire Equipment Trust Fund and directing the clerk to direct the monies from the water and sewer funds into a 3 month CD if available otherwise hold the money in the City Checking account until existing water and sewer CD’s mature and then combine the monies by fund.

A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Nolan Johnson to approve Resolution 09-17: A resolution approving the reinvestment of City funds.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Department Reports:

1. Municipal Liquor Store:  Councilor Nolan Johnson reported the following:

a. Sales for June were $2,990 higher than the same time in 2008 and expenses were $4,779 higher than in 2008 and profit for the month was $2,559.

b. Gross profit for the month was: On sale 71.43%, Off sale 40.56% and Fryer food was at 35%.

c. MLS Manager Gerry Quast was recommending the hire of Nikki Forcier as a PT Bartender.

A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to hire Nikki Forcier as a Part time bartender, pending successful completion of a pre-employment drug test.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
d. Presented the annual reviews for Sue Jurek, a PT bartender and Corinne Johnson, a PT cleaner.  Both reviews were positive and MLS Manager Quast recommended their approval with a step increase.

A motion was made by Councilor Roquette seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve the annual review with step increase for Corrine Johnson.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Abstain:  Councilor Nolan Johnson
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve the annual review with step increase for Sue Jurek.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
e. Tabled a recommendation from MLS Manager Quast to terminate an employee until next meeting.  Clerk is to get clarification on the open meeting law.

2. Public Safety:  Councilor Fogarty reported on the following:

a. SL Express had a recent burglary and the Police Department is requesting the help from the public in investigating the matter.

b. Chief Hummel and Officer Henrickson attended training and Officer Henrickson has been appointed the resource person for information concerning Crime Free Multi-Housing.

c. Pola Czesky Days preparation for the police is almost complete and the department will lease 2-4 wheel ATV’s for the event, Sheriff’s Posse and Brownton Police Department will supplement additional security for the event.

d. Discussed an animal control issue, the party in violation was not present so the police will issue a citation and give the party 24 hours to remove the animals.

e. Councilor Fogarty expressed frustration in his working relationship with the Police Chief, reporting that he has given up trying to contact the Chief as it never seems to work and the Police Chief will never contact him.  Councilor Fogarty requested the help of the Mayor or the Council to remedy the situation.
Chief Hummel reported that he and Councilor Fogarty tried to meet before Memorial Day but had conflicting schedules and he did not try again after that.
Mayor Bebo asked how the communication between the two could be remedied and suggested that Chief Hummel contact Councilor Fogarty if the two haven’t spoken.  Mayor Bebo asked Chief Hummel why he had not completed his department’s budget in the time communicated to him at the department head meeting.  Chief Hummel said he had been to busy to complete it, Mayor Bebo reported that type of information needed to be communicated to the Council Liaison.  Chief Hummel agreed to complete the budget by August 7th.

f. Clerk Venier clarified how time worked under the Joint Powers agreement should be reported.

3. Public Works:  Councilor Roquette reported the following:

a. Public Works budgets have been completed.

b. Preparation is under way for Pola Czesky Days.

c. McCarthy Well has completed our yearly check-up on our wells with no major problems found.

4. Community Development:  Councilor Jennell Johnson reported the following:

a. Pool:

i. Attendance has been very good, during the warm days numbers have been up to 150

ii. Increase in out of town people purchasing season passes (comments received included they feel safer at our pool)

iii. Cooler days we have reduced the number of guards on duty due to lower attendance

iv. Fewer instances which guards have had to discipline young swimmers for violating the rules than previous year

v. New icy machine, donated by the Pool & Park Organization, has been a great success

vi. Gary Has been purchasing concession products from wal-mart and Costco at a substantial savings from previous vendors

vii. Hours will shorten as the days get shorter usually begin in Aug.

b. Summer Recreation

i. Program has been running successfully and have the following field trips tentatively set (saints game Aug 4, Valley Fair Aug 12, already had a field trip to Hutch Bowl)

ii. Gary will be writing thank-you notes to all the volunteers that have helped the program and run it in the Leader

iii. Gary is coordinating a Kick Ball Tournament to raise funds for the program and plans to make this an annual event over Pola Czesky Days

c. Planning Commission will display a diagram of the potential trail opportunities in Silver Lake during the Pola Czesky Days weekend for public viewing.

d. Scott Qualle of MNSPECT gave a quarterly review of building inspections within Silver Lake.  He reported that Cedar Crest is moving along and they have been trying to work with Moonstar Antiques on some code issues involving their new addition, and the matter is still being worked on.  Mayor Bebo questioned why contractors would call the City Clerk with problems with building issues.  Clerk Venier said it is common practice that if a contractor has issues with the Building Inspector they call him, but he will either refer them to the inspector or offer to meet with the Inspector and the Contractor.

5. Administration: Clerk Venier presented and reviewed the following:

a.  June’s Treasurer Report: finances are doing well.

b. Reviewed the 2010 Preliminary budget.  Councilors reviewed and made comments but the budget will be reviewed at the next meeting and will include the Police Dept. budget proposal as well.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 10:40 pm.

_______________________________

Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

_______________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer
 

