Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

July 17th, 2003

Minutes

Mayor Bebo called this Regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council to order at 6:00 PM.

Present:
Councilors Miska, Foss, Kieser, and Fogarty

Also present:  Kerry Venier, City Clerk; Eric Kline, Police Chief; Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader; Mr. Harvey Micholichek, Pola-Czesky Chairman; Mr. Jim Butler; Ms. Vicki Clouse

Consent Agenda:

1. Claims to be Paid

$76,070.15







2. Payroll
# 2, 6, & 14 




A motion was made by Councilor Foss to approve the amended consent agenda.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
 

Department Business:

A. Liquor Store & Auditorium:  Councilor Foss presented the following report:

a. Reported sales at $43,737.58 for the month resulting in a profit of $4187.89 compared to $3531.94 in 2002.  Councilor Foss told the Council that he would like to see an increase in revenues as they are currently running near the 2002 numbers but was pleased to report that expenses are continuously less than 2002 expenses resulting in a good year so far.

b. Reported that he and MLS Manger are looking into possible price changes for on-sale

c. Reported that the year to date profit was $13,592.39 compared to ($996.57) for the same time in 2002.

d. Discussed the need for additional part-time help in the liquor store.
A motion was made by Councilor Foss to rehire Alison Hartwig.  Motion failed due to lack of a second.
B. Public Safety Report:  Councilor Kieser presented the following report:

a. A few administrative citations have been issued for speeding.  Chief Klien reported that everything is going well with the new system.

b. Blight report:  No citations have been issued as of yet.  Chief reported that he spoke with homeowner on Center Ave.

c. Curfew siren:  Received one complaint about the siren being too loud and other positive comments about it.  Chief Klien presented a letter he had received from the McLeod County Emergency services Director that mentioned that the siren should be used for emergency alert purposes.  A possible solution was to shorten the length of time the siren is sounded.

d. The schedule for Police coverage of the Pola-Czesky celebration was reviewed and the scheduling of shifts over 10 hours long is a safety issue and the Chief was instructed to take breaks for a few hours if he is going to work longer than 10 hours in a row.  Chief Klien reported that he would be meeting with the Sheriffs department and SLPD officers on 7/22 to finalize the schedule.

e. Chief Klien was not happy over the Council’s decision to not pay City employees to volunteer for work on the Youth Fund or any non-City fund raising activities.  He asked why the City paid people to work on the Summer Recreation programs.  The Council informed him that Summer Recreation is a department of the City and therefore they are City employees as this is not a non-profit organization.  Chief Klien reported that he would not be willing to help the Youth Fund on a volunteer basis.  Councilor Foss said the use of tax dollars to promote one non-profit organization, and not another, was not a wise use of money and he had spoken with some of the Youth Fund committee members and they would be willing to take over the organization should Chief Klien choose not to volunteer to help.  

f. Councilor Kieser reported that information that Chief Klien had given to the Council at a past meeting regarding response times and timesheets was incorrect and that all of this information was considered public.  She reported that she had spoken with the Sheriff’s office.

g. Chief Klien asked the Council to consider sending him to Firearms Instructor training in August or he said that he had worked it with the Lester Prairie PD and the City could pay for half of the cost of sending one officer from Lester Prairie who would then qualify SLPD officers for no cost.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska to pay half of the registration for a Lester Prairie Officer to attend Firearms training in August.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.
Vote for:
Mayor Bebo & Councilors Foss, Miska, Kieser
Voting against:
Councilor Fogarty
Motion carried.
h. Chief Klien reported that he would like to adjust the PD’s uniform allowance budget from $400 to $800, as the $400 was not enough.

C. Public Works Report Councilor Miska gave the following report:

a. The budget for the Public Works Department through June was good and the Department was within budget

b. Three interested contractors for Cleveland St Lift Station upgrades.

c. Preparations are underway for the Pola-Czesky days 

d. 2004 budget is being prepared.

D. Community Development Report:  Councilor Fogarty gave the following report:

a. Reported that Phase II of Silver Edge Estates is set to go.

b. Discussed the development of an EDA and that the Clerk and himself had met with the City’s consultant from MDG and will have a presentation at the 8/7/03 Council meeting

c. Pool attendance for June was 1221 and things are well as reported by the pool manager

d. Attendance for the Summer Recreation programs is very good.

e. Reported that a couple business owners responded positively about serving on the EDA.

E. Administration Report:  Mayor Bebo gave the following report:

a. Asked to have someone replace him on the Cable Commission and Councilor Kieser reported that she would be interested in serving on the commission.  Mayor Bebo appointed Councilor Kieser to the Cable Commission.  Clerk informed the Council that the City must be part of the Cable Commission if they want to receive the 5% franchise fees.

b. Asked if there was any new information regarding the Campgrounds and the summer recreation committee reported none and that they would have a sign up for Pola-Czesky days

c. Asked Clerk to develop a spending policy for the City and report back at a latter meeting.

Open Discussion:

A. Ms. Vicki Clouse asked if she could have Waste Management pick up her garbage as her husband works for them and that is a benefit they offer.  City Clerk is to contact the City Attorney and get back to her.

B. Mr. Jim Butler expressed concerns over alley pick-up with Witte Sanitation.  Clerk is to talk with Witte regarding alley pickup and senior discount possibilities.  Discussion was also held regarding the charges for pick up and extra items.

C. Mr. Harvey Mickolichek, representing the Pola-Czesky committee discussed the up coming Pola-Czesky celebration.  Reporting that the Fire Department will be having a Jam Session on Sunday and the Water ball event will take place on September 7th.  The Committee will also charge anyone using the City shed 15% and 5% of that money will be returned to the City to help defray the additional costs the City incurs that weekend.  Also reported that they are charging $10 per float in the parade and the committee is reorganized with a vice-chair who will learn the duties and assume the Chair position each year.

D. Mayor Bebo encouraged the Council to be active supporters of the celebration to get involved in the weekend.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to adjourn, Seconded by Councilor Kieser.

Vote for:  Unanimous.

Motion carried; Meeting adjourned. At 9:30p.m.

_________________________________


Seal of The City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

_________________________________

Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer







