Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

April 16, 2007

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members present:  Nolan Johnson, Dale Miska, Karl Wawrzyniak, & Pat Fogarty (arrived at 6:45pm)

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer; Gerald Quast, MLS Manager; Bill Hummel, Police Chief; Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader; Jorge Sosa, Hutchinson Leader; Tim & Pam Foss

A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous

Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes of the April 2, 2007 regular meeting.

2. Payroll #8 & March

3. Claims to be paid

$13,703.21 (pp#8)
 


$ 7,246.09  (4/16/07)

Department Reports:

1. Municipal Liquor Store:  MLS Manager Quast reported on the following:

a. March saw a loss of $34.68 which he reported was good in that there were three pay periods in March.  Quast also reported that the year to date profit for the MLS was $11,520.45 which is down from last years $17,632.42 at the same time last year; this was largely due to a decrease in revenue of approximately $15,637.54 year to date compared with 2006.  Quast also reported that he has lowered expenses as well, and that year to date the expenses were approximately $9,525.48 down from 2006.

b. Quast informed the Council that the Auditorium had a year to date deficit of $4,024.60, which is approximately $1,950.62 less than the same period in 2006.

c. The Council conducted the annual review for MLS Manager Quast with his overall performance being rated by the Council as a B or meets expectations.  Suggested areas to work on in the upcoming area were to train all employees on policies and procedures and ensure that they follow them, look for additional revenue possibilities, and continue working on inventory controls.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska to approve the annual review with a step increase for Gerald Quast.
Vote for: Unanimous
Motion carried.
d. Quast presented the reviews for the Lori Galles and Stephen Muenchow and recommend their approval with a step increase.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve the annual review and step increase for Lori Galles.
Vote for: Unanimous
Motion carried.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve the annual review and step increase for Stephen Muenchow.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried. 
2.  Public Safety:  Councilor Johnson reviewed a report prepared by Police Chief Hummel that reported that Officer Berger had will be attending Field Sobriety Training and that Chief Hummel and Berger will also attend vehicle safety equipment training on the 18th.  Police archive records have been brought up to date and Reserve Officer Gueningsman has working for the department part time to doing data entry to transfer 2006 reports into the new software system for the department.  Mayor Bebo asked when the squad would be repaired and Chief Hummel reported it would be the first week of May.


3. Public Works:  Councilor Fogarty reported on the following:

a. The bid opening for the Seal Coat project will be April 30, 2007 at 1:00pm and the bids will be submitted at the May 7, 2007 regular meeting for Council approval.

b. All streets have been swept and further sweeping will be done in accordance with policy.

c. Hydrant flushing will take place on April 19 & 20th.

d. The 2007 Consumer Confidence Report has been published as required by the MN Department of Health.  This report contains information on the Radon, Radium, Lead, Copper, and other contaminant levels, all of which meet or are below state Safe Drinking Water levels.

e. The Aquatic Center will be cleaned and filled prior to May 21, 2007 and Aqualogic will be out at that time to start up the pool operation.

f. Update on the wheel loader, Clerk Venier informed the Council that the loader was waiting for the engine block to arrive and then it would be put back together.

g. Clerk Venier also updated the Council that speed bumps will be installed near the Aquatic Center in a continued effort to control thru traffic on Lane Ave.


4. Community Development:  Councilor Wawrzyniak reported that:

a. The Planning Commission held a public hearing to receive input regarding a Conditional Use Permit and a variance at 521 Main St W.  No one objected to the project and the Planning Commission recommended that the Conditional Use Permit and the variance reducing the side setback to 2’ be approved.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska to approve a Conditional Use Permit for the construction of an accessory building more than 800 sq. ft. (1,200 sq.ft.) at 521 Main St. W.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve a variance reducing the side setback for an accessory building to 2’ from the property line at 521 Main St W.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
b. Summer recreation program is currently being planned and Rec. Director Gary Kosek will have a meeting on April 24th for sign up in the K-4 baseball league, and parent volunteers are needed to coach the teams.  Another sign up session will be held for Summer Rec and Swimming lessons in May.

c. The spring appliance pickup will be held on Saturday April 21st from noon – 3pm at the County shed.  Dumpsters will also be available at that time.  Clerk Venier asked if any Council members would be interested in monitoring the event and collecting fees.  Mayor Bebo and Councilor Miska agreed to monitor the event.


5. Administration:  Clerk Venier reported that:

a. The annual audit of the City has been completed and a report will be ready possibly in late May early June.

b. The department head meeting was held in April with poor attendance but the Department Heads reviewed the budget and worked on developing and implementing an orientation program for all City personnel.

c. Reviewed License 07-05: 3.2 Malt Beverage On Sale for Molly’s Café.  Clerk Venier explained that the establishment had been operating without a license since Jan. of 2007.  Councilors asked why they had been allowed to sell without a license and why a compliance check was not done as they had a license in 2006; Chief Hummel told the Council he was not aware they sold alcohol.  Councilors asked whose responsibility it is to ensure they have a license and Clerk Venier informed him that it is the owner’s responsibility for obtaining licenses.  The Council directed the Clerk to write a warning letter to Molly’s letting them know it is their responsibility to obtain a license on an annual basis.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Miska to approve License 07-05: 3.2 Malt Beverage On Sale for Molly’s Café.
Vote for: Unanimous
Motion carried.
d. Venier presented the annual review for Deputy Clerk Jeanne Ray and recommended approval; Venier informed the Council that Mrs. Ray was on the longevity pay schedule and no increase was due at this time.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the review of Jeanne Ray.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
e. Council was reminded of the Board of Adjustment hearing on April 26th at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Fogarty to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 8:40pm.

___________________________________


Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

___________________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer
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