Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

March 19, 2007

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

Members present:  Councilor Pat Fogarty, Dale Miska, Karl Wawrzyniak, & Nolan Johnson (arrived at 7:15pm.)

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Scott Qualle, Building Inspector; Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader

A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes from the March 5, 2007 regular meeting.

2. Approve payroll #6 & 1st Qtr

3. Claims to be paid

$14,238.67 (pp#6)
 


$  3,201.33 (3/19/07)

Old Business:

1. Council reviewed a survey of various pay rates for City elected officials throughout the state.  Clerk Venier explained that the Council could change their pay rate but, in accordance with State law, the new pay rate would not go into until after the next election.  Mayor Bebo suggested that they think about this issue and revisit at a later date.

New Business:

1. Scott Qualle of Waldron & Associates gave a review of the building permits issued through the first quarter of 2007.  The review showed construction activity was slow but he speculated it would increase as the usual construction season was just beginning.  Mr. Qualle informed the Council that Waldron’s was now able to do commercial plumbing plan review and inspections.  The cost would be the same as if someone had gone through the State; the difference would be the turn around time for the plan review would be much shorter through Waldron’s.  Scott reported that he would work with the City Clerk to get an ordinance drawn up for Council consideration.

Department Reports:

1. Councilor Miska gave the following Liquor Store report:


a. Miska reported that sales continued to be down from the previous year; approximately $6797.00 in February.  The poor sales in February left a minimal profit of $662 for the month.  Council discussed discrepancies in the reports as presented by MLS Manager Quast.  Clerk Venier suggested the Clerk’s office is the best equipped to do the finance reports for the Council as they would be up to date.    
Councilors discussed the possibility of selling the current Municipal Liquor store and relocating on Hwy 7.  The matter will be further researched.


2. Councilor Johnson reported that the Police Chief had informed him that the Chief attended some training; the department has begun training on it’s new software; and the Chief requested outsourcing on site document destruction as it would be too time consuming.  Councilor Johnson said he is planning on meeting with the Chief about the document destruction issue to get it resolved.  Mayor Bebo said the matter has been something each of the past two chief have said they were going to do and he is tired of talking about their filing practices.


3. Councilor Fogarty reported on the following Public Works activities:

a. Update on loader repairs and estimated the cost would be around $20,500.


b. Reported that PW Supervisor Kosek had recommended that the Council give approval to advertise for proposal to seal coat some of the City Streets.  The Bid opening would be April 30 at 1pm and presented to Council for approval at the May 7th meeting.

A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Fogarty to advertise for proposals to seal coat some of the City Streets.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
c. 
Reported that the cost of the trading in and replacing the City mower would be approximately $1,500.  Clerk Venier said he would have the final numbers for the next meeting.  Mayor Bebo reported that he had spoken with Mr. Kosek and said as long as the cost didn’t exceed what the City paid in 2006 he thought we should go ahead with it.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve resolution 07-10: Approving the trade-in and purchase of the City mower from L&P Supply of Hutchinson.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

4. Councilor Wawrzyniak reported that the Planning Commission is still searching for a member and they will hold a public hearing on April 10th to get input regarding a variance and Conditional Use Permit.  Also include was an update on the recreation program for this year.


5. Clerk Venier reported on the following Administration activities:

a. Asked that the Capital Improvement Plan become a priority and suggested having some public hearings to help prioritize City projects.


b. Informed the Council that since the SLFD Relief is moving its pull-tab operations to the Auditorium a lease was needed.  Venier suggested charging the Relief association 20% of Gross Profits and designating the money to the Fire Equipment Fund.   

A motion to approve a lease with the Silver Lake Fire Relief Assc. to have their pull tab operation in the Auditorium and pay 20% of Gross Profits.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried. 
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Mayor Bebo to designate all rent received from the SLFD Relief Assoc. to the 801 Fire Equipment Fund.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

c. Discussed holding Department Meetings and the purpose of them. Mayor Bebo asked Clerk Venier to prepare a brief report for the Council.


d. Discussed the current condition that the GSL School district is in and Clerk Venier said the upcoming year is going to set the tone for the future of the district and if the next operating referendum doesn’t pass the effects will likely be felt at the City level.  Venier said the line has to be drawn and people need to decide if they are for/or against helping the district; and it will take some effort from the District Leadership to make this happen.  Venier also asked if the Council thought it would be good to invite the School Board to hold a public forum in Silver Lake to build public support.  
Mayor Bebo said he would like to see that happen but wanted to wait until after the April forum already being planned.


A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for: Unanimous.
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.

______________________________

Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

_______________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer
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