Minutes

Silver Lake City Council 

Regular Meeting
February 6, 2006

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members present:
Councilors Pat Fogarty, Tim Foss, Nolan Johnson, & Karl Wawrzyniak

Others present:
Kerry Venier, Clerk; Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader

Clerk Venier asked that Resolution 06-07 be added to the agenda for consideration and Councilor Fogarty asked that the recommendation for 2 PT police officers also be added to the agenda.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve the agenda with the above amendments.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes of the January 17, 2006 Regular Meeting.

2. Claims to be paid:
$5,909.12 (pp#2)
 


$22,488.58 (pp#3)

3. Payroll #4 & January

A motion was made by Councilor Foss seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the consent agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Old Business:

1. Resolution 06-06: A resolution approving a Water Treatment Pilot Study.  Clerk Venier informed the Council that the study doesn’t have an expiration period per say.  Venier said the study would be good until the City makes a change to our water system.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Foss to approve Resolution 06-06: A resolution approving a Water Treatment Pilot Study. 
Vote for:  Mayor Bebo, Councilors Johnson, Foss, & Wawrzyniak
Against:  Councilor Fogarty.
Motion carried.

New Business:

1. Council reviewed the 2005 Expenses & Revenues.  Clerk Venier reminded the Council that the numbers were unaudited and would likely change minimally due to some expenses for 2005 still coming in.  The Council reviewed expenses & revenues and discussed various activities including Auditorium events and whether or not the events being held were generating enough to pay for the event.

2. The Council reviewed the following Public Works policies prepared by the Public Works Supervisor. Clerk Venier informed the Council that these policies were the same as what has always been done and the reason they were before the Council is that the Public Works department wanted to develop written policies for the department.  

a. Snow Plowing policy.  The policy designated and prioritized streets to be plowed and also identified the snow removal area.
A motion was made by Councilor Foss seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the Snow Plowing policy.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
b. Street Sweeping policy.  Formalized times of year when sweeping activities would commence and also discussed erosion control practices for certain construction projects.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Foss to approve the Street Sweeping policy.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
c. Sidewalk policy.  Council asked to table this policy and asked Clerk Venier to get clarification on the cost-sharing portion of the policy.

3. Council reviewed Ordinance 64: An ordinance amending the parking regulations.  Clerk Venier reported that this ordinance would change the City Code and make it illegal to park on any City street from 2am- 6am from November to May.  Venier told the Council that this was a technical fix to get the code and posted signs to match.  Venier reported that there was some confusion as to how current parking regulations have been enforced and this amendment was reviewed by the PD and Public Works department to get their input.  Council said the goal and intent of the parking regulations were to keep cars off the street during snow events so the streets can be plowed and emergency vehicles can get around.  Councilor Foss expressed a desire to see what other communities do and he asked the Clerk to get that information for the next meeting.  Councilor Foss stressed that he would like to see people be able to park on the street if it isn’t snowing or if given permission from the PD.

4. Councilor Fogarty presented two applications for Council approval.  Fogarty reported that he and Chief Hummel met with the two applicants and he was recommending hiring the officers on a part time business.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Foss to hire Joseph Hastings as a Part Time Police Officer.  
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Foss to hire Mark Thiry as a Part Time Police Officer.
Vote for:  Mayor Bebo, Councilors Fogarty, Foss, & Wawrzyniak
Against:  Councilor Wawrzyniak
Councilor Fogarty reported that Chief Hummel plans to have the Full Time position filled and trained by the end of May.

5. Council considered Resolution 06-07: a resolution approving worker’s compensation insurance premiums.  Clerk Venier reported that the premium had increased approximately 14% over last year and came in about $500 over the 2006 budget amount.
A motion was made by Councilor Foss seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve Resolution 06-07: A resolution approving worker’s compensation insurance premiums.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Open Discussion:

1. Councilor Johnson reported that he had received several complaints about broken glass on the ground near the recycling shed located near the County garage.  He asked why, if the shed is for Hale Township residents, the shed can’t be located out near the Township’s town hall.  Clerk Venier reported that McLeod County Solid Waste is responsible for the shed and he will forward the number to contact to Councilor Johnson.

2. Mayor Bebo updated the Council on the results of the public hearings held by the County Board to get input into a possible County-wide smoking ban.  He said the meetings were very informative and he was a little disappointed that he didn’t see more elected officials in attendance as this was a big issue.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss seconded by Councilor Fogarty to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for: Unanimous
Motion carried: meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.

_______________________________


Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

________________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

