Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

February 4, 2008
Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members present:  Councilor Pat Fogarty, Nolan Johnson, Dale Miska, & Karl Wawrzyniak.

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader; Ron Shimanski, MN Representative

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes from the January 22, 2008 regular meeting.

2. Approve minutes from the January 31, 2008 special meeting.

3. Approve Payroll #2

4. Claims to be paid:
$  7,902.08 (1/25/08)
  


$16,622.10 (pp#2)
 


$12,422.93 (2/4/08)

A motion was made by Councilor Miska seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Old Business:

1. The Council tabled discussion of the lease agreement with the Silver Lake Lions until Lions members had discussed the agreement at their meeting.

2. Councilor Miska updated the Council on the purchase of the walk in cooler from the City of Princeton.  Miska noted that the Cooler would have to be removed in one month and Princeton would disconnect power but we would be responsible for all other work associated with removal of the cooler.  Miska also reported that MLS Manager Gerry Quast is working on getting additional quotes for removal of the cooler and layout options are also being worked out for possibly remodeling the current Liquor Store facility.

3. Clerk Venier reviewed the process the City would have to go through to purchase land along highway 7 owned by MNDOT.  Venier reported that the land, located on the north side of Highway 7 near Railroad St is not owned by MNDOT but they have a permanent easement on the land and the process would require the City to get the land from the original owners and to submit a request to MNDOT to remove the easement.  If approved the land would then be sold to the City at fair market value that would be determined by MNDOT.  Venier reported that the process is a lengthy one and could take up to four years.  Councilors suggested investigating the possibility of requesting that MNDOT possibly develop the land for a Park & Ride or parking for the Luce Line trail.

4. Councilors reviewed Resolution 08-04: Approving the SL Emergency Operations Manual.
A motion was made by Councilor Miska Seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve Resolution 08-04: A resolution approving the Silver Lake Emergency Operations Manual.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
5. Councilors tabled a resolution approving a mutual aid agreement with other governments.

New Business:

1. Clerk Venier presented a proposal to lease space on the City’s water tower.  Venier explained the Rural Cellular Communications had requested to lease space on the water tower for the placement of cellular antennas; the lease would charge $1,000 per month for rent and the company would be allowed to install 6-panel antennas, 1-4 foot satellite dish on the tower and a 12’X14’ pre-fab shed at the base of the tower.  Venier told the Council that the City attorney had reviewed the agreement and the suggested changes were updated in the agreement.  Councilors asked that Clerk Venier try to invite someone from the company to the next meeting to answer questions and the matter was tabled until that time.

2. Representative Ron Shimanski of Silver Lake addressed the Council and informed them that he would be heading back to the legislature next week as the next session for the MN State Legislature would be opening on Feb. 13th.  Rep. Shimanski answered questions from Councilors on the following:

a. Discussed a request to add a turning lane on Highway 7 & County Road 2 and reported that the project for Highway 7 had already been awarded and that the likeliness of the turning lanes being added at this point were not possible as that would likely require the project be reopened.  Mayor Bebo informed Councilors that he is still pursuing the matter and plans to discuss it with the State and County to see if there is a way that the project can be done while the highway is closed for other work on Highway 7.

b. When asked about the paving of the Luce Line Trail between Winsted and Cedar Mills, Rep. Shimanski informed Councilors that it didn’t look as though there would be much discussion at the Capital regarding the issue as he expected that transportation and bridges would be the major focus.

c. Mayor Bebo asked if Rep. Shimanski would share information about the development of the Dakota trail south of Silver Lake.  Rep. Shimanski told Councilors that he believed that there was some language concerning the right of ways that needed to be cleared up before any progress on trail development could start but that there has been some discussions about opening the trail up for use by snowmobiles and ATVs.

d. Discussion was also held regarding needed changes to the Local Government Aid (LGA) formula to create a more equitable system of distributing aid to cities.

3. Clerk Venier reminded Councilors about the upcoming Elected Officials Forum being put on by the McLeod For Tomorrow organization on Feb. 7th at 7pm in the Commissioners room at the County Courthouse.

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Miska to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm.

_____________________________

Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

_____________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

