01-20-09 Minutes

Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

January 20, 2009

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members present:  Mayor Bruce Bebo, Councilors Pat Fogarty, Jennell Johnson, Nolan Johnson, & Carol Roquette

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Gene Wawrzyniak, Fire Chief; Andy Vasek; Ty Turnquist, Building Inspector

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes of the January 5, 2009 regular meeting.

2. Approve payroll #2

3. Claims to be paid:
$23,664.44  (1/6/09)
 


$     190.05  (1/6/09)
 


$   2,704.82  (1/15/09)
 


$26,871.37  (1/16/09)
 


$   2,439.60  (1/20/09)
 


$      556.01  (1/20/09)

A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Old Business:

1. Councilors reviewed an application for a 3.2 Malt Beverage On Sale License for Molly’s Café.  Councilors discussed setting a different fee for new licenses and renewals with the intent of encouraging establishments to keep licenses current.  Clerk Venier told councilors that an establishment operating without a permit is an enforcement issue and should be addressed by law enforcement.  He added that by setting a renewal fee could encourage them to apply prior to their license expiring but it would still not address situations when the establishment operates without a license, which still requires enforcement.


2. Councilors reviewed a Lease extension with the University of Minnesota to continue to locate a GPS antenna on the City’s water tower.  Clerk Venier reviewed a fact sheet regarding the transportation program and the original lease agreement noting that the lease does contain a clause requiring the university to move the antenna in the event that it interferes with anything else on the water tower.  Councilors asked Venier to find out if there were any benefits that the City could derive from the project; Venier will try to find out this information for the February meeting.   The mater was tabled until that time.

Department reports:

1. Liquor Store:  Councilor Nolan Johnson and Clerk Venier reported that there is no financial numbers for December as the Clerk’s office is working on finalizing the year-end reports and will have them ready for the February meeting.  Councilor Nolan Johnson presented and recommended approval of the annual review for Jessica Trebbenesse, a bartender at the MLS.

A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve the annual review with a step increase for Jessica Trebbenesse.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

2. Public Safety:  Councilor Fogarty reported that the Police Chief is recommending that the City revise it’s Public Nuisance ordinance to include a penalty for excessive false alarm service calls to the Police.  
Clerk Venier told Councilors that the ordinance drafted by the City Attorney set up a permit process for businesses with alarms and he cautioned the Council about creating ordinances that would not be enforced.  Venier also told Councilors that he will try to amend the False Fire Alarm ordinance to include Police calls for service, but suggested that the Police work with the City Attorney to resolve the current problem as it only involves one business and is not a widespread problem with businesses in town.
Councilor Fogarty told councilors that Chief Hummel reported that three staff from the Police Department attended the Business Expo.  The hiring and background process for Forrest Henriksen is almost complete and Chief Hummel would introduce the new officer at the next meeting.
Councilor Fogarty presented resolution 09-07 approving renovations to the Fire Hall.  Councilor Fogarty reported that he had met with members of the Fire Department and reviewed the project and the anticipated costs.  The project would cost $10,800 for materials and members of the department would do the labor.  Fogarty also told Councilors that the estimated cost of installing a larger entrance door would be about $2,000 for the materials.  Councilors discussed the need for adding the larger exterior door and decided to wait at this time.

A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve resolution 09-07 approving renovations to the Fire Hall.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

3. Public Works:  Councilor Roquette reported that she will be meeting with Public Works supervisor Kosek to review City operations; she also reported that the department is in the process of reviewing its budget for possible cuts if needed.


4. Community Development:  Councilor Jennell Johnson reported the following:


a. The Planning Commission met and is developing an agenda of items to review in 2009.  Councilor Johnson told Councilors that the Planning Commission would like to have a workshop session with the Council as a whole in February to get direction from the Council on what they would like the Planning Commission to be working on.


b. Clerk Venier reported that the City has received an application from Karl Wawrzyniak for the vacant Planning Commission seat; and Mr. Andy Vasek was present, on behalf of the Silver Lake Business Association, and would like to be considered for the vacant seat on the planning commission.  Councilors discussed the open seat and expressed a desire to fill the seat with a resident of Silver Lake and asked Mr. Vasek if he would be interested in filling the vacant seat on the Joint Planning Board.  
Clerk Venier explained that the JPB was designed to include representatives from the City, the County, and Hale Township; he explained that the intent of the JPB was to develop and plan for the growth and annexation plans for the area surrounding the City.  Venier stressed that the board would seek to develop an orderly annexation agreement so that the City, Township, and County would agree on the best scenario for growth areas around the City and done in a manner that would benefit all three jurisdictions.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to appoint Karl Wawrzyniak to the Planning Commission.
Vote for:  Mayor Bebo, Councilors Fogarty, Jennell Johnson, and Roquette
Against:  Councilor Nolan Johnson
Motion carried.

c. Mr. Ty Turnquist of MNSPECT presented the Council with an overview of the building code and a summary of building activity for 2008.
He reported that there were 62 building permits issued in 2008 with a valuation of $739,229.  Of those there were 48 residential permits (including one new home permit) with a total valuation of $330,059 and 13 Commercial permits valued at $388,970.  Mayor Bebo questioned how the valuations are determined for building permits; Mr. Turnquist said the value is determined by a formula stipulated in the Bldg Code unless the applicant puts a higher value that the code requires then the permit uses the higher valuation.  Mr. Turnquist told Councilors that the code stipulates the minimum requirements for construction.


5.  Administration:  Clerk Venier reported the following:

a. Year-end activities are under way and year-end reports will be presented in February.


b. A Certificate of Deposit in the amount of $75,000 was maturing on 1/20/09 and Venier reported that the funds were broken down as follows $50,000 Fire Equipment Trust, $15,000 Water Fund, $10,000 Sewer Fund.  Venier said that since there was no General Fund money involved he would recommend reinvesting the funds in a 6-month CD at a rate of 2.25% with 1st Community Bank.
A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve Resolution 09-08 renewing a six-month Certificate of Deposit with 1st Community Bank.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

c. A department head meeting was held and Venier directed Department heads to review their respective budgets to plan for a shortfall in revenues in 2008 of $35,800 to $89,500.  Venier also said that the Council should ask department heads for budget recommendations based on no Local Government Aid in 2010.  Venier added that department heads were asked to describe the expected effect on services provided if the cuts were to be made, he said it will be very important for the Council to publicize the effects to services that any potential cuts will have so that the residents will understand why service levels change due to any budget reductions.


d. Scheduled Chief Hummel’s annual review for the 2/17/09 meeting.

Open Discussion:

1. Council reviewed an application for a 1 day gambling permit for Holy Family Catholic Church for 1/25/09.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Nolan Johnson to approve a 1-day gambling permit for Holy Family Catholic Church on 1/25/09.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

2. Council reviewed a lease agreement for the Senior Dining Site with Lutheran Social Services.

A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the Lease agreement with Lutheran Social Services for use of the Auditorium for Senior Dining Site through 12/31/09.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
3. Councilor Nolan Johnson commented that the staff at the Municipal Liquor Store seemed well trained.  Councilors discussed different tools used for verifying IDs at the MLS.


4. Mayor Bebo and Councilors reported that they were impressed with the success of the Business Expo held on 1/17/09.  Mayor Bebo said he was impressed with the McLeod County Sheriff’s exhibit and DARE program.


5. Councilor Fogarty told Councilors that he had discussed the three-way stop at Main & Silver Ave with the PD and was referred to the County, as this was an intersection of County roads.  Councilor Roquette, who initially raised the issue, said she didn’t want to make a big deal but rather she just though it was an odd intersection to have a three-way stop.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Roquette to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

______________________________


Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

______________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

