01-05-09 Minutes

Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

January 5, 2009

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

Members present:  Mayor Bruce Bebo, Councilors Pat Fogarty, Nolan Johnson, & Carol Roquette

Others present: Kerry Venier, Clerk; Dale Kosek, Public Works Supervisor; Gene Wawrzyniak, Fire Chief; Jennell Johnson; Larry Lhotka; Trevore Butcher; Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader

A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve the agenda.
Vote for: Unanimous

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes of the December 15, 2008 Regular meeting.

2. Approve minutes of the January 2, 2009 Annual meeting.

3. Approve payroll #26 & #1

4. Claims to be paid:
$37,340.37 (12/29/08)
 


$  9,514.00 (12/16/08)
 


$  4,727.68 (12/18/08)


A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Ms. Carol Roquette took the Oath of Office for City Councilor, administered by Clerk Venier.

Councilors discussed the vacant seat and interviewed Larry Lhotka, Trevore Butcher, and Jennell Johnson about their interest in the vacant seat.  All candidates responded to their reasons why they wanted to fill the seat and Mayor Bebo asked why none of the three had filed for the office when it was election time.  


Councilor Roquette commented that she liked the fact that Ms. Johnson had shown interest in the seat by attending Council meetings for the last two months.

A motion was made by Councilor Roquette seconded by Councilor Fogarty to appoint Jennell Johnson to the vacant position of City Councilor until the next regular election.

Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Mrs. Johnson took the Oath of Office for City Councilor, administered by Clerk Venier.

Old Business:

1. Clerk Venier reported that they did not have an ordinance regarding false alarms for Council consideration at this time and the matter was tabled until the next meeting.


2. Clerk Venier presented estimated costs for the City’s health insurance program for Full Time employees.  Venier reported that the estimated cost of $82,096 was well below the budgeted amount of $95,325 for 2009.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve Resolution 09-06 approving a health insurance plan for full time employees.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
New Business:  

1. The Silver Lake Business Association requested the use of the Auditorium for a Business Expo on January 17, 2009.  Councilors discussed permitting the use for a fee of $1.00.
A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to allow the SLBA to rent the Auditorium for a Business Expo on Jan. 17, 2009 for the fee of $1.00.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

2. Councilors reviewed a resolution for a lease extension with the University of MN for space on the City water tower as part of its Transportation Research Program.  Councilor Roquette requested more information regarding the terms of the lease before acting on the resolution.  The matter was tabled until more information is received.

3. Councilors reviewed a request from the owners of the property at 404 Summit Ave to have their delinquent water/sewer account balance assessed to their property taxes.  Clerk Venier reported that the residents cited medical reasons for falling delinquent on the bill.  Councilors discussed the amount and the process for delinquent account collections.  Councilors requested clarification on the process and asked Clerk Venier to report at next meeting.

4. Fire Chief Wawrzyniak and Assistant Chief Kosek approached the Council with a request to remodel a portion of the fire hall.  The project would eliminate the current bathrooms and office space and convert it to a handicap accessible bathroom and create a work shop area for the maintenance of department equipment.  Clerk Venier said the project would be done with volunteer efforts of the department personnel and would require the help of a licensed plumber.  The estimated cost of the project would be $10,500.  It was reported that if the project were bid out it would likely cost over $20,000.  Councilors asked for a breakdown of the proposed costs and assurance that those would be firm costs.  The topic will be reviewed at the next meeting.

Open Discussion:

1. Mayor Bebo reviewed the duties of the liaisons and discussed Council procedures regarding preparation of reports.

2. Councilors discussed meeting dates and Clerk Venier had prepared a Calendar of Council Events and recommended that the Council adopt that Calendar for the 2009 meetings.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve the 2009 Calendar of Council Events.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
3. Councilor Roquette questioned the need for a three way stop at the intersection of Silver Ave & Main St.  Councilor Fogarty will review this with the Police Department and report back.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Johnson to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 9:07.


_____________________________

Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

_____________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

