9-15-14 Minutes

Minutes
Silver Lake City Council
Regular Meeting
September 15, 2014
Greg Gillett was sworn in as City Councilor. Councilor Gillett will fulfill the term vacated by Carol Roquette until Dec. 31, 2016.
Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.
Members present: Mayor Bruce Bebo, Councilors Nolan Johnson, Greg Gillett
Absent:  Councilors Eric Nelson and Pat Fogarty 
Others present: Kerry Venier, Clerk; Dale Kosek, PW Supervisor; Gary Jerabek, SLFD; Forrest Henriksen, Police Chief; Darrel Luthens; Bryan Urban; Alyssa Schauer, McLeod Chronicle.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Gillett to approve the Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Consent Agenda:
1. Approve minutes of the August 18, 2014 regular meeting
2. Approve payrolls #17, 18 & August Amb.
3. Claims to be paid:	$  41,473.82  (8/21/14)
 			$       970.85  (9/4/14)
 			$  39,605.49 (9/4/14)
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Gillett to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Old Business:
1. Clerk Venier reviewed the proposed 2015 Budget and Levy Information.  Councilor reviewed wage and benefit information and discussed revenues and expenditures for the General Fund.  Police Chief Henriksen requested that the wages portion of the Police budget be increased from $92,000 to $100,000 and office supplies be increased to $1,000 to purchase a new evidence locker.  
With the changes the Venier advised the Council that the General Fund Levy would total $372,888, combined with the Debt Service Levy of $99,082 would result in a total Levy of $471,970 which would result in a decrease from the 2014 Total Levy of $473,319.

A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Gillett to approve Resolution 14-14 adopting the 2015 preliminary City Budget and Tax Levy for Taxes Collectible in 2015.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
New Business:
1. Councilors discussed a request from the American Legion Post 141 to replace the memorial at the Legion Park.  The Legion is in the process of requesting donations for the project and Venier informed the Council that the City has already received $500 from the Silver Lake Lions for the project and suggested that the City consider putting some funding into the project.  Mayor Bebo recommended the City $1,000 toward the project because it is a City park and the members of the Legion have always helped in the upkeep of the Legion Park.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Gillett to approve $1,000 towards the replacement of the monument in the Legion Park.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
2. Councilors received a petition to vacate an alley between Oliver and Nome Avenues and Frank and Center St.  Councilors reviewed the petition and scheduled a public hearing for Oct. 6, 2014 if that date will meet the posting requirements.
Department Business:
1. Liquor Store:  Councilor Johnson reported that the Liquor store profit for the month of August was $9,957 on sales of $57,081.
2. Public Safety:  
a. Police:  Chief Henriksen reported that field training for Officer Cripps is progressing well, updated the Council that there were only two participants in the Bike Rodeo and both bikes were given away and he will be approaching the Lions organization for help with the event.  Henriksen also updated the Council about some blight issues the PD is working on and reviewed call activity for the month.
b. Fire:  Gary Jerabek addressed the Council on behalf of the Fire Relief Association to request the review of a possible increase in the pension level for members.  Jerabek reported the last increase was in 2009 to the current level of $850/yr of service.  Clerk Venier discussed the max. benefit worksheet and reported that based on that worksheet the average available financing per active member is $921.  Councilors asked to table the matter until the next meeting.
3. Public Works: Public Works Supervisor Dale Kosek reviewed the following:
a. Continuing to work with FEMA regarding replacing storm sewer on Oliver Ave; we will be televising the line to see if this is fundable through FEMA.
b. Catch basin and curb and gutter repairs and replacements as approved have been completed.
c. Fall operations and winter prep has started.
d. Fall hydrant flushing will be published in paper and on website.
e. Update on staff training.
f. Work has begun on development of wellhead protection plan.
g. Contract for snow removal services will be presented at next meeting.
h. Review for Public Works Supervisor was tabled until next meeting.
4. Community Development:  Clerk Venier reported that the Planning Commission met and will begin distributing the Community Wide Survey on October 20th and will begin compiling results in November.
5. Administration:  Clerk Venier reported the following:
a. Reviewed the August Treasurer’s report.
b. Updated the Council on the progress of the Auditorium. Total cost to date was $82,904, which Clerk Venier broke down as follows:  Front of Building : $12,185; Bathroom: $12,234; Bar: $9,700; Lift: $38,751; Floor: $10,034.  Venier also reviewed the Aud. Capital Improvement Fund balance which was at ($11,002), Councilors discussed again that funds for the front of the building should be considered repair and maintenance and come out of the General Fund and Venier said he will make the adjustment.
c.  Reviewed a resolution authorizing payments by Clerk’s warrant.
A motion was made by Councilor Gillett seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve Resolution 14-11 pre-authorizing payments by Clerk’s warrant.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
d. Reviewed a resolution declaring City Council members as employees of the City.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Gillett to approve resolution 14-12 declaring City Councilor members as employees of the City.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
e. Reviewed a resolution classifying fund balances for financial reporting purposes.
A motion was made by Councilor Gillett seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve resolution 14-13 classifying fund balances for financial reporting purposes.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Open Discussion:
1. Councilors directed Clerk Venier to contact the DNR in regards to overgrown weeds along lot on Highway 7.
2. Councilors requested that the new Fire Hall door get painted.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Gillett to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 8:24 pm.

_______________________________						Seal of the City:
Bruce Bebo, Mayor

________________________________
Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer
 
