12-20-10 Minutes

Minutes
Silver Lake City Council
Regular Meeting
December 20, 2010
Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.
Members Present:  Mayor Bruce Bebo, Councilors Pat Fogarty, Jennell Johnson, Nolan Johnson (arrived at 7:30pm), and Carol Roquette
Others Present: Kerry Venier, Clerk; Dale Kosek, Public Works; Gerald Quast, MLS Manager; Margaret Benz, Ken & Dorothy Merrill, Silver Lake Leader; Ray Bandas; Eric Nelson; Willie Krohn
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Consent Agenda:
1. Approve minutes of the November 15, 2010 regular meeting.
2. Payroll #24, 25, 26, November Amb. & 4th Qtr Council
3. Claims to be paid:	$       490.00 (12/10/10)
 			$ 90,899.93 (12/02/10)
 			$ 29,266.53 (11/18/10)
 			$ 28,532.29 (12/16/10)
 			$ 16,464.86 (12/20/10)
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
· Mr. Ray Bandas, on behalf of the Knights of Columbus presented the City with a donation of $540.00 for the Winter Festival and reported that the last paper drive fundraiser raised $1,080 and he said the KC’s are planning on donating the remaining $540.00 to the City in January to be used toward replacing the bleechers at the softball field.  Mr. Bandas also thanked the Mayor for putting on the Winter Festival saying it was a very good celebration.
· Mayor Bebo presented Councilors Pat Fogarty and Jennell Johnson with Certificates of Achievement for their service to the City as members of the City Council.
· Mayor Bebo read a Proclamation designating December 20th of each year as the Merrill Family Community Involvement Day, in appreciation of the contributions that the Silver Lake Leader and Merrill Family have made to the Silver Lake Community for the past 109 years.  Mayor Bebo then presented Ken and Dorothy Merrill with a plaque with the Proclamation.
Truth In Taxation:
Clerk Venier reviewed the 2011 proposed budget.  Councilors discussed the wages and benefits with specific discussion held regarding the health insurance benefits offered by the City.  Clerk Venier informed Councilors that the cost to keep the current Health Insurance Plan would be approximately $74,640 and the budget was set at $78,190, Venier also reported that they had shopped other carriers and that quote came in at $88,238; Councilors directed Venier to keep the insurance with the current carrier.  Councilors then discussed the City contribution to the employee’s health savings account.  Venier reported that the budget included $21,600 set aside for contributions of $3,000 for employees on the family plan and $1,800 for employees on the single plan.  
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Nolan Johnson to approve the Medica health insurance plan $2,500 deductable and a City matching contribution up to $1,500 (single plan) and $2,700 (family plan) to the employee’s health savings account.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Councilors then adjusted the budget to reduce the health savings expense by $2,400.
Clerk Venier then reported the following budget information:
· General Fund Expenses & Revenues	$689,037 (.77% increase over 2009)
· General Fund Property Tax Levy		$386,037 (5.05% increase over 2009)
· Debt Service Levy			$  95,100 (3.92% decrease over 2009)
· Total Tax Levy				$481,137 (3.14% increase over 2009)
· Total Expenses (All Funds)		$1,814,246
· Total Revenues (All Funds)		$1,771,248
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson approving Resolution 10-25: approving the 2011 Final budget and Final Property Tax Levy.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Old Business:
1. Councilors reviewed a resolution approving the year end transfers between funds.  Clerk Venier recommended reducing the transfer from the Liquor Fund to the General Fund by $10,000 from $15,000 to $5,000.
A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve Resolution 10-20 as amended approving year end transfers.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
2. Councilors reviewed a resolution setting the non-elected employee compensation plan for 2011.  Councilors considered proposals for cost of living adjustments of 1.5%, 2%, & 2.5%.
A motion was made by Pat Fogarty to approve a Cost of Living Adjustment for 2011 of 1.5%.  Motion failed for lack of a second.

A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve Resolution 10-21 approving a cost of living adjustment for 2011 of 2%.
Vote for:  Mayor Bebo, Councilors Roquette and Jennell Johnson
Against: Councilor Fogarty
Absent: Councilor Johnson
Motion carried.
New Business:
1. Councilors reviewed a request from the SLFD Relief Association to host a fund raiser at the Liquor Store on February 6, 2011 to hold a super bowl party.  The Liquor Store would cater the event with beer, liquor and bartenders.  Councilors expressed concern with setting this type of precedent of allowing non profits to use the liquor store on Sundays. Councilors suggested holding the event at the Auditorium instead.  
A motion was made by Councilor Roquette seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve a 1 day liquor License for the SLFD Relief Association for the Auditorium on Feb. 6, 2011.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
2. Councilors reviewed a request from KDUZ to hold a Polka Dance at the Auditorium on April 10, 2011; they would like to barter advertising dollars for the cost of the rent.
A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Nolan Johnson to approve the barter of rent for advertising dollars with KDUZ for a Polka Dance to be held at the Auditorium on April 10, 2011.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
Department Business:
1. Municipal Liquor Store:  Councilor Jennell Johnson reviewed the following:
 				Nov 10		Nov 09		YTD 10		YTD 09
a. Sales			$43,985		$43,418		$499,611	$496,401
b. Cost of Goods		$27,228(61%)	$24,852(56%)	$286,859(56%)	$286,566(57%)
c. Wages & Benefits	$12,152(27%)	$12,450(28%)	$134,678(26%)	$132,622(26%)
d. Overhead		$ 6,595 (15%)	$ 6,569 (15%)	$ 68,706(14%)	$71,007(14%)
e. Net Profit		($1,321) (-3%)	$  556 (1%)	$ 19,188 (4%)	$ 17,334 (3%)
f. Councilor Jennell Johnson reported that the MLS manager has adjusted prices to account for the increased use of credit cards and the fees that go along with it.
MLS Manager requested approval of Bonnie Dahl as a part time cleaner.
A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Nolan Johnson to approve Bonnie Dahl as a part time cleaner.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
2. Public Safety:  
a. Councilor Roquette reported that the Police Department is currently working on gathering replacement costs for a new squad car.
b. Clerk Venier informed Councilors that the Fire Department had selected new officers for Council approval.
A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to appoint the following officers of the SLFD: Dale Kosek, Chief; Darrel Kaczmarek, Asst. Chief; Wade Dolezal, Secretary; Keith Anderson, Treasurer.
Vote for: Unanimous
Motion carried.
3. Public Works:  Councilor Nolan Johnson reported the following:
a. Snow removal efforts have been going smoothly but banks along some streets may make it impossible for residents to keep sidewalks cleared; city will ease enforcement of this ordinance until it becomes feasible for residents to clear sidewalks.
b. PW staff appreciated the help of Officer Henrickson in enforcing the snow parking regulations.
c. A notice will be run in the paper notifying parents to be sure children aren’t playing and digging tunnels in snow banks and snow dumping areas.
d. Councilors commended the PW staff for their snow removal efforts during the heavy snow falls the City has experienced.  
4. Community Development:  Councilor Fogarty reported the following:
a. The Planning Commission met and conducted a review of Conditional Use Permits and Variances that have been granted to check on their compliance.  There is one CUP that has not met all the conditions and the property has since changed ownership; a letter will be sent to the new owner making him aware of the situation.  Planning Commissioners will be participating in an online training session in Land Use Basics, offered by the League of MN Cities.
b. The Silver Lake Business Association will be hosting a Business Expo on Jan 22 from 10 am- 3 pm at the Auditorium.
5. Administration:  Clerk Venier reported the following:
a. Presented the November Treasurer’s Report noting that all balances are as expected.
b. Presented an application for ON/Off Sale Liquor for the Municipal Liquor Store
A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve an On/Off Sale Liquor License for the Municipal Liquor Store for 2011.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
c. Presented an application for a Club On Sale Liquor License for the American Legion Post 141.
A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve a Club On Sale Liquor License for the American Legion Post 141 for 2011.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
d. Presented an application for a one-day on sale liquor license for the American Legion Post 141 on Jan. 23, 2011.
A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve a one-day On Sale Liquor License for the American Legion Post 141 on 1/23/11.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
e. Clerk Venier reported that he will be preparing a proposal to adopt the Minnesota Basic Code of Ordinances for Council consideration.
f. The Annual meeting of the City Council will be January 3, 2011 at 6:30pm.
g. Presented a petition to annex the property at 9928 Hwy 7 into Silver Lake City limits.  Venier reported that the property is currently serviced by City water and the owners would like to connect to City sewer as well.  Venier suggested that the City waive the sewer access charge and require that the owners cover the cost of extending the sewer main to the property instead.  Councilors directed Venier to forward the petition to the City Attorney so an ordinance annexing the land can be drawn up and forwarded to Hale Town Board for their review.
A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 9:48pm.

_________________________________				Seal of the City:
Bruce Bebo, Mayor


_________________________________
Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer
 			
