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Mayor Yurek opened the regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Bebo, Foss, Kieser, Miska

Absent: None

City Staff Present:  Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer; Eric Klein, Police Chief

Also present:  Clarence Mickolichek, John and Sheryl Kachelmeier 

Mayor Yurek presented Councilor Kieser with a Certificate of Achievement on behalf of the City for her service as a Council Member from 1995- 2003.  This was Councilor Kieser’s last meeting and her service to the City was appreciated.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes from the November 21, 2002 Regular Meeting.

2. Claims Paid November


$51,575.83

3. Payroll #22,23,24 #10 & FD annual
$48,405.07

A motion was made by Councilor Miska and seconded by Councilor Kieser to approve the consent agenda.

Vote For:  
Unanimous.

Motion Carried

General Business:

Mayor Yurek opened the sealed bids for the City’s Ford Tractor and read as follows:


Mr. Eric Klein

$425.00

Mr. Bob Klein

$450.00


Mr. Matt Wosmek
$100.00

Mr. Curtis Bening
$400.00


Mr. Roy Tupa

$763.00

Mr. Bruce Bebo

$526.00


Mr. Duane Prochaska
$300.00

A motion was made by Councilor Foss to sell the City’s Ford Tractor to Mr. Roy Tupa for $763.00.  Seconded by Councilor Miska. 

Vote for:
 Unanimous

Motion carried

Mr. Glen Mallack requested that the City renew his lease on the farmland that the City owns near the treatment ponds.  Discussion was held regarding the past contract.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to renew the contract for the lease of said City owned land for 3 years at the rate of $75.00 per acre per year.  Seconded by Councilor Bebo.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion carried.
Old Business:

1.  Animal Control Ordinance

The tabled Animal Control Ordinance 54 was reintroduced and the revisions were discussed and amended.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss to approve Ordinance 54 Amending the Animal Control Ordinance.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.

Vote for:

Councilors Foss, Kieser, Miska

Vote against:
Councilor Bebo

Motion carried.

2. Moratorium on sexually oriented businesses

Discussion was held regarding the expiration of this moratorium and the Clerk recommended that the moratorium be extended for six months which is the maximum amount allowable by law.

A motion was made by Councilor Bebo to extend the Moratorium on sexually oriented businesses for six months and to direct the planning commission to address this issue and recommend a solution to the Council by February 2003.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion carried.

3. Christmas lighting contest

Discussion was held regarding the prizes for the Christmas lighting contest.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to award $20 for 1st place, $15 for 2nd place, and $10 for 3rd place in the Christmas lighting contest.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion carried.

Councilor Foss and Councilor Miska left the meeting at 7:00 to attend to family activities.

Mayor Yurek opened the Truth in Taxation Hearing at 7:00

The City Clerk/Treasurer read a memo from McLeod County regarding tax rates and reported that the proposed tax rate for 2003 is 96.4% compared to 97.829% in 2002.  The Clerk also reported that the City’s tax rate is comparable to Brownton and Stewart, which are similar in size and services to residents.

Three residents were on hand and asked why their tax bills had increased so much this year and their property values have risen so much.  The Clerk reported that the most obvious reason was due to the passage of the school board referendum and the fact that the City had built into it’s budget a surplus in anticipation of a decrease in local government aid from the State due to the State’s current budget crisis.  The Council informed them that adjustments to property values could only be discussed in April when the assessors are present to review the proposed property values.

Due to no more residents coming forth the Council resumed it’s meeting while keeping the Truth in Taxation hearing open should anyone wish to be heard on the matter.

New business:

1.  Dawn Pistulka, Office Manager for Paul Waldron & Associates, the City’s Building Inspector requested that the Paul Waldron & Assoc. would like to renew their contract for building inspection services.  Discussion was held regarding the services provided by Paul Waldron & Assoc. over the past contract cycle and issues that have come up over that time.

A motion was made by Councilor Bebo to accept the proposed contract for Building Inspection services and retain Paul Waldron & Associates as the City’s building Inspector for three years.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser. 

Vote for:
Yurek, Kieser, and Bebo

Absent Councilors Foss and Miska

Motion carried.

Councilor Miska returned at 7:45pm

2.  Cost of living adjustment for 2003

Discussion was held regarding the way the Cost of living adjustment is applied currently and how it was budgeted for in the 2003 budget.  

A motion was made by Councilor Bebo to table the Cost of living adjustment until the 12/19/02 regular meeting and the Clerk is to get more information in regards to how COLA is to be done.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Absent:
Councilor Foss

Motion carried.

The Clerk/Treasurer presented the Council a bill for replacement of the Fire hall furnace in the amount of $1800 for approval.

A motion to approve $1800.00 to be paid to Harvey’s Plumbing for the replacement of the Fire hall furnace.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Absent Councilor Foss

Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to adjourn this Regular Meeting of the City Council.  Seconded by Councilor Bebo.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion Carried.

Meeting Adjourned 9:25pm.

_____________________________

Roxanne Yurek, Mayor

SEAL:




ATTEST:_____________________________


Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer







