Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

February 20, 2003

The following publication of the minutes are not official until council approval, the official copy of the minutes may be requested from the City Administration Office at PO Box 347, 308 W. Main St. Silver Lake, MN 55381, 320 327 2412 after March 6, 2003.

Mayor Bebo opened the regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council at 6:00 p.m.

Present:
Councilor Miska, Foss, Fogarty, and Kieser

Also present:
Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer; Dorothy & Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader; Richard Smith, Roxy Rueckert, Gerald Quast, Willie Krohn

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes from the January 2, 2003 Special meeting

2. Payroll
  (#1,2,3 & 4 and Jan.)


$54,160.50

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to approve the consent agenda.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.

Vote for:
Unanimous.

Motion carried.

Public Discussion:

Mr. Willie Krohn addressed the Council requesting information about the pool and how to donate to the Pool organization.  The Council informed Mr. Krohn to talk with Mr. George Lhotka or Mr. Dale Kosek as they are on the Silver Lake Pool and Park Organization.  The Clerk also told Mr. Krohn that he would ask someone from the pool organization to stop by and visit with him.

Mr. Krohn also addressed the Council in regards to numerous blight spots throughout the City and expressed his desire to see the town cleaned up so that we can be proud of our City.

Department Business:

1. Councilor Foss gave the following MLS report:

a. Pop lines have been cleaned and the tills are being counted after each shift now.

b. Revenues were up $2,215 from January of 2002 and expenses were down $7,883 from 2002

c. Profit for the month was at $9,338.  The City Clerk informed the Council that that number should be put in context of a high wages in December and the final profit for January would be around $4800.

d. Councilor Foss also thanked the Clerk for the hard work and dedication at the MLS during the search for a Manager.


2. Councilor Kieser gave the following Public Safety report:

a. Search warrant Class was attended by all officers at no charge to the City and it was very informative.  The officers will be attending Mace training in may (free of cost), and Chief Klein and Officer Hummel will be attending 1st responder training starting 3/5/03.

b. The Glencoe PD had expressed a desire to meet with the Council to address dispatch issues and the school liaison program, there is a Chief’s meeting on 2/19, and Chief will be meeting with the 4H club regarding local projects.

c. Reviewed pending expenditures: Radar unit, Tires, cabinet for office, and ammunition.

d. A training schedule will be developed by 3/15 for reserve officers.

e. Discussed the application process for selecting reserves. First is the filling out of a City Application, second the Chief and the council liaison will conduct an interview, and make a recommendation to the Council for hire.

f. Chief Klein will be attending the March 20 meeting for the quarterly budget review.


Discussion was held regarding a wage for the MLS manager position, with Mayor Bebo asking the Council to decide on a wage before they decide on a candidate and the council members agreed that that is what they would do. (no action taken)


Mr. Richard Benjamin approached the Council and was interviewed for the MLS Manager position.  Mr. Benjamin discussed his background and experiences with the Council.

Further discussion was held regarding the starting pay for the MLS manager and the consensus was somewhere between the year 2 and year for of the level 2 steps.


3. Councilor Miska gave the following Public Works report:

a. MPCA draft permit will be published in the paper and this is part of the renewal process for our MPDES wastewater permit.  All reports came back well and Public Works Supervisor informed Councilor Miska that there should be no problems getting the sewer extensions for the ease end development as our sewer system has the capacity to handle the additional units.

b. Snow removal went well although repairs to the pay loader have cost nearly $2,400.  Warning letters were sent out to all business informing them of snow removal charges that the City will charge should they not clean their sidewalks in a timely manner (24 hours)  City will begin enforcing the parking ban for snow and tow vehicles in violation.

c. Department of Health performed an annual site inspection of the wells and pump houses and all went well the report will be sent to the City.

d. Waiting to receive more quotes on the green barrier.


Discussion was held regarding Length of Service Awards for city employees and the Clerk will find information about what other Cities do and report back to the Council.

Ms. Roxy Rueckert approached the Council and was interviewed for the MLS Manager position.  Ms. Rueckert discussed her background and experiences with the Council.


4. Councilor Fogarty gave the following Community Development report:

a. One building has been issued this year for a new home valued at $99,000.  Lakes Gas has applied for a building permit for construction of a showroom/warehouse valued at $134,000, and no permit has been issued as of yet for the old variety plus building.

b. Silver Edge Estates project: the developer would like to begin Phase II and will be petitioning the City and Township to annex that land into the City before any municipal improvements can be talked about.  Councilor Fogarty informed the Council of the process that will need to be followed for this project.

c. Prairie Grass Development project was discussed and Councilor Fogarty handed out comparison graphs for Silver Lake and Hector.

d. Pool was discussed and the grant application will be sent off on 3/1/03 for initial review.    The Clerk informed the Council that the Council has to pass a resolution approving the application for funding through the DNR Outdoor Recreation program as part of the application.


A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty to approve Resolution 03-04: A resolution approving the application for funding for the Outdoor Recreation Grant Program.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.

Vote for:
Unanimous 
Motion carried; Resolution approved
e. Pola-Czesky committee has selected Mr. Harvey Micholichek as the committee’s chair for 2003.  In the past the City has given a donation to the Pola-Czesky committee but didn’t in 2003.  Instead the City paid the reserves and clean up crew and donated the use of the Auditorium.

f. Councilor Fogarty asked if any of the members of the Council would like to participate in the St. Patrick’s day parade.  This will be discussed more as the time grows nearer.

g. Discussion was held regarding the Hatchery and the Clerk reported that he is in contact with Mr. Jay Daniels of Hubbard USA and will be in contact with the company as they try to sell the property.


Mr. Gerald Quast approached the Council and was interviewed for the MLS Manager position.  Mr. Quast discussed his background and experiences with the Council.

More discussion was held regarding the starting wage for the MLS manager position.

A motion was made by Councilor Kieser to set the starting wage for the MLS Manager at the Grade 2, 2 year rate of $15.32 per hour.  Seconded by Mayor Bebo.

Vote for:

Mayor Bebo, Councilor Kieser

Vote against:
Councilors Miska, Foss, and Fogarty
Motion failed.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss to set the starting wage for the MLS Manager at the Grade 2, 3 year rate of $15.63.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.

Vote for:

Councilors Miska, Foss, and Fogarty

Vote against:
Mayor Bebo, Councilor Kieser.

Motion carried.




A motion was made by Councilor Miska to hire Mr. Gerald Quast as the Liquor Store Manager, pending successful completion of the background check and drug test.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.

Vote for:

Mayor Bebo, Councilors Miska and Foss.

Vote against:
Councilors Kieser and Fogarty

Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to approve Roxanne Ruekertt to be hired as Liquor Store Manager in the event Mr. Quast declines the position.  Seconded by Councilor Fogarty.

Vote for:

Mayor Bebo, Councilors Miska, Foss, and Fogarty

Vote against:
Councilor Kieser

Motion carried

.

A motion was made by Councilor Kieser to approve Richard Benjamin to be hired as Liquor Store Manager in the event Mr. Quast and Ms. Ruekertt decline the position.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.

Vote for:

Unanimous

Motion carried.

5. Mayor Bebo gave the following Administration report:

a. Once the MLS manager is in place there is the probability that the hours of the Deputy Clerk will be cut back and this has already been discussed with the Deputy Clerk.   

b. The City office is looking good need to push for a City Hall sign.

c. The increased role of the Councilors in the City affairs and in the departments is going real well and the Mayor reported that he has received positive feedback from community members about the changes that are occurring at City Hall and the Council as a whole seems to have a favorable rating.

6. City Clerk’s 6 month review:

The Council conducted the Clerk’s review and the consensus was the Clerk is progressing at a good rate,  

Discussion was held regarding the Clerk’s pay and whether or not to move the Clerk position to a salaried position versus hourly.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss to move the Clerk’s pay to grade 2 year 2 salaried at $31,871 per year effective 3/3/03.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.

Vote for:

Unanimous

Motion carried.

Discussion was held regarding a possible start date for the MLS Manager and the Clerk will try to get him in by 3/3/03.

The Clerk informed the Council that under Governor Pawlenty’s budget proposal the cuts to the City’s local government aid for 2003 could be approximately $29,000 and $69,000 for 2004.  The Clerk suggested that the Council may want to ask department heads to revise their 2003 budget to account for any cuts in revenue that the City might endure.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty to adjourn this Regular Meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.
Vote for:
Unanimous
Motion carried; Meeting Adjourned 9:15pm.

_________________________________


Seal of The City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

_________________________________

Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer

