Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

February 6, 2003

Minutes

The following publication of the minutes are not official until council approval, the official copy of the minutes may be requested from the City Administration Office at PO Box 347, 308 W. Main St. Silver Lake, MN 55381, 320 327 2412 after March 6, 2003.

Mayor Bebo opened the regular meeting of the City Council of Silver Lake at 6:00 pm.

Present:
Councilors Miska, Foss, Fogarty, and Kieser

Also present:
Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer; Ed Homan, McLeod County Solid Waste Director, Mr. Galen Witte of Witte Sanitation, Mr. Sheldon Swenson of Waste Management, Mr. Gary Kamers of Onyx (Superior Services)

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes from the January 9th, 2002 Regular Meeting.

Discussion was held regarding the accuracy of the name of the DNR official and wording of the minutes in relation to the DNR addressing development opportunities on Silver Lake.  Councilor Foss informed the Council that he had spoken with Gene Jeseritz of the DNR and would like the minutes to be changed to correct the name and that the DNR would like to address the Council to discuss opportunities on Silver Lake.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss to amend the January 9th, 2003 minutes with the above corrections and to approve the consent agenda.  Seconded by Councilor Miska.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion carried.

Old Business:

1. Review of Refuse Collection Contract: Question and Answer session with Haulers and County Officials

Mr. Ed Homan, McLeod County Solid Waste Director addressed the Council to discuss the County’s Solid Waste Plan.  Mr. Homan gave the Council an update on the County’s Materials Recovery Facility and that an engineer study was complete.  Mr. Homan also reported to the Council that this project was initially set up in conjunction with the local haulers; he also reported that he is hoping that this project will be completed by the fall of 2003.  Discussion was held regarding the SCORE fund monies and the reimbursement of recyclables and the clerk reported that this year the City is budgeted for $14,400 in score reimbursements as was approved by the SWAC.

Mr. Galen Witte of Witte Sanitation informed the Council that his company is already following the McLeod County Solid Waste Plan and would not have to change their bid should the City use the contract with provisions to comply with the County’s Solid Waste Plan 

Mr. Swenson of Waste Management informed the Council that if the City chooses to go with a contract supporting the County’s MRF, then Waste Management would like to see the City separate Trash collection and recyclables and bid them separately.

Mr. Witte informed the Council that he was not aware of any city in the county that bid these separately.  Mr. Kamers of Onyx agreed with Mr. Witte on that notion.

Discussion was then held on how source separated differed from commingled and the collection and processing of the two ways.

Mr. Homan discussed the eventual goal of the County in relation to the MRF project.

Mr. Swenson informed the Council that Waste Management would save the citizens money because they had the lowest bid.  He also informed the Council that they had a long term contract with the City of Winsted, it was also noted that Waste Management operates their facilities out of Winsted.

The Council discussed a desire to support the County’s solid waste plan and should the MRF get built the City would support it.

Mr. Witte informed the Council that his company is willing to sign the contract and support the County’s plans and the MRF.

Mr. Swenson and Mr. Kamers said that their companies would have to change their recycling bid if the City required them to collect recyclables source separated.  The Clerk informed the Council that Mr. Metz of Waste Management had informed him in a phone conversation that Waste Management would not sign a contract as the City had presented as they are not in support of the County’s plans.

The Council asked Mr. Kamers and Mr. Swenson what the new charge for recycling services would be and both informed the Council that they did not know.

Discussion was then held regarding charges for special circumstances.  And Mr. Witte reported that they charge $2.35 per bag extra but only if it happens on a regular basis.  Mr. Kamers reported that Onyx charges $4.00 per can also only if it is a regular occurrence.  In regards to large items Witte said that they would expect a phone call prior to leaving the item out and would let the customer know what the price would be; Onyx said they would pick up the item and add an additional charge on the bill.

Discussion was held regard whether or not the customers had to use a cart provided by the hauler.  Witte and Onyx reported that they would allow the customers to use their own cans.  Waste management reported that they would let the customers know that the carts are provided free.

The Council asked if any of the companies had employees from the Silver Lake area.  Waste management said they had a few employees from our area; Witte reported that the majority of their employees are from Silver Lake and Hale and Rich Valley Townships.  

The Council then asked why the hauler felt the City should choose them.  Onyx reported that they have a proven track record with the City and they would do the recyclables any way but weren’t sure of the charge for recyclables.  Waste management reported that they are local (Winsted) and could address any situation in a timely manner and they said they were the best in the industry, had professional drivers and the cheapest.  Witte informed the Council that they were a local family owned and operated, have had a proven 15 year track record with the residents of Silver Lake they are very service oriented and provide employment opportunities for local people.

Councilors held discussion regarding individual opinions on the issue with the general consensus that service is the most important aspect of the issue and also support and compliance with the County’s Solid Waste Plan.

A motion was made by Councilor Kieser to approve the Contract for Residential Refuse and Recyclable Collection Services, including provision supporting the County’s Materials Recovery Facility.  Seconded by Councilor Foss.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty to award the Contract for Residential Refuse and Recyclable Collection Services to Witte Sanitation at the agreed upon rate for the period beginning 8/31/03 and ending on 8/31/04.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion carried.

2. Planning Commission report on a zoning recommendation.

A motion was made by Councilor Foss directing the Planning Commission to create a new zoning district to address sexually oriented businesses. Seconded by Councilor Miska.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion carried.

New Business:

1. Councilor Foss presented a request for Council action to approve the hire of two new bartenders.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to approve the hire of Tiia O’Neill as a part-time bartender on a 6-month probationary period.  Seconded by Councilor Foss. 

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to approve the hire of Peter Gribovsky as a part-time bartender on a 6-month probationary period.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion carried.

2. Prairie Grass LLC.
Mr. Darrell Farr II, upon recommendation from the Planning Commission, presented the Council with information Prairie Grass LLC.  They are a company that helps cities to construct senior living facilities that include independent living apartments and assisted living apartments.  Some of the facilities also include memory care facilities.  Mr. Farr showed a video highlighting some of the developments that they operate.  The most current one is in Hector.  Mr. Farr explained to the Council that his company would help the City develop and EDA, which would over see the facility, acquire the land, bond for the project, aid in the bidding and construction process, and manage the facility if the City so chooses.  Mr. Farr explained that a 28-unit facility would employ 7 to 10 Full time positions and a 34-unit facility would employ 10-12 Fulltime positions.  He informed the Council that he would conduct a demographical study of our senior population and compare it with Hector to help us determine our needs for this type of facility.  He reported that he would keep in contact with the City Clerk in regards to setting up an open house to discuss the facility with residents of the community.  


3. Councilor Fogarty and Mayor Bebo informed the Council that they would be attending a school meeting as part of a newly formed School-community committee to discuss issues facing our youth.  The meeting is to be held in late February.


4. Discussion was held regarding House numbers and according to City ordinance every house is to have numbers clearly posted on the street side and the Clerk will find out the dimensions and post a notice in the paper.

A motion was made by Councilor Miska to adjourn this regular meeting of the City Council.  Seconded by Councilor Kieser.

Vote for:
Unanimous

Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 9:45.

_________________________________


Seal of The City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

_________________________________

Kerry Venier, City Clerk/Treasurer







